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SPEAKER: Jeremy Burrage

SERIES: Exodus

THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST!
EXODUS 17:1-7
All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according
to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to
drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said
to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for
water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill
us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with
this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the
people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you
struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall
strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the
sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of
the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD
among us or not?”
WE ARE THESE PEOPLE
This is a real moment of crisis. They have come to Rephidim (which means “resting place”) but there
is no water for them to drink. Their response, while normal, is sinful. They are fighting mad and are
ready to stone Moses!
The RIGHT response would have been to take their troubles to the Lord and trust Him, their Good
Father, to provide for them. But that’s not what they do, and unfortunately, many times, that’s not
what we do.
In their moment of crisis, Israel…
•

_________ God’s provision, forgetting He always _________ for their needs. (v.2)

•

_______ God’s protection, forgetting how He has always __________ them. (v.3)

•

________ God’s presence, forgetting He is _______ with them. (v.7)

So now this supposed place of _____ has become a place of ________ and __________.
God’s response: Grace and _________, not _________. (v.6)
Yet again, He provides for His people!
How does this point us to Jesus?
1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-5
Christ, who is our Rock, ________ for us the water of _____.
JOHN 4:7-15; JOHN 7:37-38
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All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according
to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to
drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said
to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for
water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill
us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with
this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the
people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you
struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall
strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the
sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of
the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD
among us or not?”
WE ARE THESE PEOPLE
This is a real moment of crisis. They have come to Rephidim (which means “resting place”) but there
is no water for them to drink. Their response, while normal, is sinful. They are fighting mad and are
ready to stone Moses!
The RIGHT response would have been to take their troubles to the Lord and trust Him, their Good
Father, to provide for them. But that’s not what they do, and unfortunately, many times, that’s not
what we do.
In their moment of crisis, Israel…
•

Demanded God’s provision, forgetting He always provides for their needs. (v.2)

•

Denied God’s protection, forgetting how He has always protected them. (v.3)

•

Doubted God’s presence, forgetting He is always with them. (v.7)

So now this supposed place of rest has become a place of testing and quarrelling.
God’s response: Grace and provision, not judgment. (v.6)
Yet again, He provides for His people!
How does this point us to Jesus?
1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-5
Christ, who is our Rock, provides for us the water of life.
JOHN 4:7-15; JOHN 7:37-38

