Sunday, August 16, 2026

Baptist Distinctives: The Biblical Basis for Baptism
Acts 8:25-40

Scripture passage: Colossians 1:9-20

‘Baptism is a church’s act of affirming and portraying a believer’s union with Christ by immersing him or her in water,
and a believer’s act of publicly committing him or herself to Christ and His people, thereby uniting a believer to the
church and marking off him or her from the world.’

- Understanding Baptism, pg. 6
Baptism is by Jesus.
“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. '° Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, ?° teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of
the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20
Baptism was by Jesus.
“Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. ' But John tried to prevent
Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” '° But Jesus answering said to
him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he *permitted Him. ¢ After
being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, " and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom | am well-pleased.” Matthew 3:13-17

Baptism is an for the church.
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” " And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are
you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 8| also
say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock | will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower
it. 1 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.”

Matthew 16:17-19

Baptism is for believers.

‘Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is
an act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, the believer’s death to
sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith
in the final resurrection of the dead. Being a church ordinance, it is a prerequisite to the privileges of church
membership and to the Lord’s Supper.’

- Statement of Faith
is the mode of baptism.

Baptism is the means whereby one declares to Jesus Christ and

unites himself/herself to His church.
“Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His
death? # Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”
Romans 6:3-4

Doing the Word:

e Rejoice in Jesus and our fellowship with Him.

e Give thanks for our church family and the blessings of our years together.

o Evaluate whether we have been obedient to the Lord in baptism; if not, respond in
obedience.

e Pray that we will be faithful disciples and disciple-makers.



