Sunday, April 26, 2026

1 Thessalonians: What is God’s Will for Us
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

Scripture passage: 1 Peter 1:10-25

1. That we live as followers of Jesus Christ.

2. That we walk in

“So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out
your salvation with fear and trembling; '3 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.”
Philippians 2:12-13

IV. Salvation

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, who by His own blood obtained eternal
redemption for the believer. In its broadest sense salvation includes regeneration,
justification, sanctification, and glorification. There is no salvation apart from personal
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.

A. Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby believers become
new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through
conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace.

Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus
Christ and commitment of the entire personality to Him as Lord and Saviour.

B. Justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His righteousness
of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ. Justification brings the believer unto a
relationship of peace and favor with God.

C. Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set
apart to God’s purposes, and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity
through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace
should continue throughout the regenerate person’s life.

D. Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and abiding state
of the redeemed.

3. That we live lives of purity.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; 2 but | say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust
for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
Matthew 5:27-28

4. That we guard against the Spirit.

Doing the Word:

e Jesus’ victory on the Cross has ensured we can live joyfully as faithful followers of Christ —
excel still more.

e Live holy lives in joyful obedience to God’s purpose for us (v. 8).

e Live, teach, and witness to a biblical view of sex.



