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Historic Preservation Commission 
Staff Report 

 
Meeting Date: July 8, 2020 
Case #: HPC 17-20 
 
 
Site Address:   1 Hillcrest  

Parcel ID:   31-07-26-1-029-007.000 

Applicant:   Marcus and Courtney Barr 
Owner:   Marcus and Courtney Barr 
Prepared By:    Jeff O’Neal, Planner 
 

 
Proposed Work: Petition for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a pool and two 

accessory located at 1 Hillcrest Drive in the Hillcrest Historic 
District. (Council District 2) 

Current Zoning: R-1H (TOD) 
 

  
Historic District:  Hillcrest Historic District 
Architectural Style: New Traditional Craftsman bungalow  
Year Built: 2011 
Historic Survey: Hillcrest Historic District  
 

 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT: 
 
The primary structure located at 1 Hillcrest is described as one-half story New Traditional 
Craftsman style home. This structure was subsequently constructed in 2011 as a direct result of 
severe damage sustained to the original (1948) home during a tornado of that same year. The 
applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a pool and two 
rear-yard accessory structures.  
 
The proposed pool would be situated in the rear yard and measure 18’ x 36’ x 42’. The applicant 
also proposes to construct both a 580 square foot pool house and 323 square foot pavilion to 
compliment the new pool construction. According to the site plan provided the pool house 
would be positioned toward the southwest corner of the lot and located on the west side of the 
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pool whereas the proposed pavilion would be situated opposite of the pool house and located 
on the pool’s east side.  
 
The 17’ x 19’ (323) square foot open-air pavilion would feature electric power and have 
approximately 66 square feet of enclosed storage. The structures 4/12 pitched front-gabled 
roof would be supported by 4 exterior wall posts and would be open on three sides. The 
structure would measure 13’ 9” in height. The proposed materials utilized during construction 
would be wood, concrete and metal roofing.  
 
The proposed pool house/ cabana would measure 14’ x 29’ (580) square feet and feature living 
space to include heating, cooling and plumbing. The hipped-roof designed pool house would 
also include an outdoor shower and 6’ front porch, which spans the entire length of the front 
facade. The structure would be devoid of windows and or doors on three sides but would 
feature six-glass ground to ceiling doors on the structure’s east side giving direct access to the 
pool area. The proposed materials utilized in the construction would include wood, Hardie 
Board and asphalt shingles. According to the applicant, both proposed structures would provide 
continuity with the Craftsman design of the primary structure.  
 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS: 
 
Pergolas and Pavilions, Storage and Work Sheds The proposed pavilion and pool house will be 
placed in the rear yard of the primary structure and “set back at least five (5) feet from the side 
yard property line(s)” (p.  33). Both accessory structure would “complement the [primary] 
structure through the use of similar building materials” including wood, concrete and Hardie 
Board siding (p. 33). Although metal is considered an appropriate material with respect to 
roofs, the metal roofing proposed for the pavilion would not utilized similar materials to what is 
currently featured on the primary structure. Neither structure will be viewed from public right-
of way.  
 
Pools, Hot Tubs, and Saunas: The proposed pool will be in the rear of the main building (p. 36). 
 
 
APPLICABLE DESIGN GUIDELINES: 
 
Design Guidelines Relative to Site Features and Lot Improvements (p. 33) 
 
Accessory Buildings, Structures, and Appurtenances (p. 33) 
 
Pergolas and Pavilions, Storage and Work Sheds (p. 33)  

• Locate pergolas, pavilions, and storage and work sheds to the rear of the main building, 
and set back at least five (5) feet from the side yard property line(s).  
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• Pergolas, pavilions, storage, and work sheds should complement the main structure 
through the use of similar building materials, including siding, windows, and roof. If 
windows are to be installed in the structure, they should match or complement the 
window pattern of the main structure while maintaining an appropriate scale and 
proportion to the structure. 

 
Pools, Hot Tubs, and Saunas (p. 36) 

• Pools and hot tubs must meet the requirements of Section 24-107 of the Zoning 
Ordinance, in addition to the following guidelines:  

• Locate pools to the rear of the main building, and behind the side yard setback of any 
structure adjacent to a side street or common alleyway.  

• Pools should not disrupt the building and landscape features that contribute to the 
overall historic character of the district, including trees, gardens, yards, arbors, 
groundcovers, fences, accessory buildings, patios, terraces and fountains, fish ponds, 
and significant vistas or views.  

• Pool decking should complement the historic character of the district.  
• Saunas should be located to the rear of the main structure, and set back at least five (5) 

feet from the side yard property line(s).  
 































June 19,2020 
 
Location: 
1 Hillcrest 
Tuscaloosa, Al 35401 
 
Homeowners: Marcus & Courtney Barr 
 
Structure A: Main home/existing residential structure 
Request for changing exterior paint color (excluding trim – it will remain the same) 
New color: Benjamin Moore Historical – Charcoal Slate HC-178 
Estimated Cost: $2000 
 
Structure B: Swimming Pool 18x36x42 
(See drawing & contractor list) 
True L Shaped In Ground Swimming Pool 
Built by Mr. Pool  
Materials: Marine grade Wood, Liner, Concrete, Pipe, Lighting 
Proposed Cost: $46,400 
 
Structure C: Pavillion 323 sq ft (heated sq ft 0) 
(See drawing) 
Open Air Pavillion with Storage Closet 
Materials: Wood, Concrete,Metal Roofing 
This structure will have electricity 
This structure will be in continuity with the Craftsman design style of the main residence 
Estimated Cost: $4800 
 
Structure D: Pool House 580 square ft (heated sq ft 406) 
(See drawing) 
Enclosed Structure, Concrete, Wood(Hardie Board), Asphalt Shingles,  
This structure will have electricity, heating, cooling and plumbing 
This structure will be in continuity with the Craftsman design style of the main residence  
Exterior Paint color: Charcoal Slate HC-178 Benjamin Moore 
Exterior Trim color: Vintage Taupe 2110-70 
Estimated Cost: $25,000 
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