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Historic Preservation Commission 
Staff Report 

 
Meeting Date: July 8, 2020 
Case #: DHPC 10-20 
 
 
Site Address:   818 16th Avenue  

Parcel ID:   31-06-23-2-025-007.000    
Applicant:   Campus Properties, LLC 
Owner:   Campus Properties, LLC 
Prepared By:    Zach Ponds, Senior Planner 
 

 
Proposed Work: Petition for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the demolition 

and construction of a single-family detached structure on the 
property located at 818 16th Avenue in the Druid City Historic 
District. (Council District 4) 

Current Zoning: RMF-2H (TOD) 
 

 
Historic District:  Druid City Historic District 
Architectural Style: Bungalow 
Year Built: Circa 1925 
Historic Survey: Druid City Historic District Proposal: Resource 154. 818 16th 

Avenue. Circa 1925. One story, wood frame bungalow with front 
gable roof of asphalt shingles, exposed rafter tails, interior brick 
chimney, gable with rectangular vent, weatherboard siding, off 
center single leaf six panel door, pairs of 4/1 double hung sash 
windows, partial width porch with engaged gable roof, gable with 
central fixed light and flanking vents, slightly projecting balconette 
with open rail balustrade and end posts, shingle work, 
denticulated cornice, paneled frieze, triangular knee braces, single 
tapered wood column, and open rail balustrade with vertical 
posts and crossbucks (Sanborn Map Company 1923-1967; R. L. 
Polk & Co. 1924-1925). C 
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT: 
 
History: The existing duplex sustained significant fire damage sometime prior to November 
2017. In December 2017, an almost identical application was heard by the Historic Preservation 
Commission for the demolition and rebuilding of the structure at this location. During this 
meeting, Leah Alexander, the architect working on the project and representing the petition, 
stated the fire started in the rear of the structure, moved to the attic, crossed through both 
units, and went into the front of the structure. She also stated there was significant charring 
and water damage to the roof structure. She stated that it was her professional opinion the 
structure needed to be demolished. The Commission made a motion to continue the case, with 
the agreement of the petitioner, so that the applicant could get the Chief Building Official to 
inspect the structure and provide a written report of the extent of the fire damage as suggested 
by the Associate City Attorney. The petitioner then withdrew the case prior to the January 2018 
meeting. 
 
On February 19, 2020, the Building Department posted a notice on the property stating the 
structure was in violation of the 2015 International Property Maintenance and Municipal Code 
of the City of Tuscaloosa by being unsafe to the extent that it is a public nuisance, and that the 
structure needed to be demolished or repaired. The property owner was given 45 days to 
provide the Chief Building Official a work plan for City approval to accomplish the repairs 
provided in the report, or demolish the structure in a reasonable amount of time. The property 
owner submitted this petition for a Certificate of Appropriateness in March 2020, but due to 
COVID-19, the application has been postponed by the City until this meeting.  
 
Proposal: The applicant proposes to demolish the existing four-bedroom duplex (two bedrooms 
for each unit) due to the extensive fire damage that occurred to the structure in 2017, and 
rebuild a new single-family detached, three-bedroom dwelling of a similar style. The proposed 
structure features a covered porch that extends the full length of the front façade, 6/1 
aluminum clad double-hung windows, large brick piers with craftsman-style tapered columns, 
brick veneer below the roof line, cementitious board and batten siding above the roof line, and 
a gable roof form. The applicant has also stated the existing 24” tree in the front yard will 
remain. 
 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS: 
 
Demolition: Sec. 20-15.29(d) provides the regulations for applications to the historic 
preservation commission for a certificate of appropriateness to demolition a structure. This 
section includes the following: 
(d) Demolitions within designated districts. 
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(1) Required findings—Demolition/relocation. The commission shall not grant 
certificates of appropriateness for the demolition or relocation of any property 
within a historic district unless the commission finds that the removal or relocation 
of such building will not be detrimental to the historical or architectural character of 
the district. In making this determination, the commission shall consider: 

a. The historic or architectural significance of the structure; 
b. The importance of the structure to the integrity of the Historic District, the 

immediate vicinity, an area, or relationships to other structures; 
c. The difficulty or the impossibility of reproducing the structure because of its 

design, texture, material, detail or unique location; 
d. Whether the structure is one of the last remaining examples of its kind in the 

neighborhood, the county, or the region or is a good example of its type, or is 
part of an ensemble of historic buildings creating a neighborhood; 

e. Whether there are definite plans for refuse of the property if the proposed 
demolition is carried out, and what effect such plans will have on the 
architectural, cultural, historical, archaeological, social, aesthetic, or 
environmental character of the surrounding area. 

(2) Content of applications. All applications to demolish or remove a structure in a 
historic district shall contain the following minimum information: 

a. The date the owner acquired the property, purchase price, and condition on 
date of acquisition; 

b. The number and types of adaptive uses of the property considered by the 
owner; 

c. Whether the property has been listed for sale, prices asked and offers 
received, if any; 

d. Description of the options currently held for the purchase of such property, 
including the price received for such option, the conditions placed upon such 
option and the date of expirations of such option; 

e. Replacement construction plans for the property in question and amounts 
expended upon such plans, and the dates of such expenditures; 

f. Financial proof of the ability to complete the replacement project, which may 
include but not be limited to a performance bond, a letter of credit, a trust 
for completion of improvements, or a letter of commitment from a financial 
institution; and 

g. Such other information as may reasonably be required by the commission. 
(3) Post-demolition or -relocation plans required. In no event shall the commission 

entertain any application for the demolition or relocation of any historic property 
unless the applicant also presents at the same time the post-demolition or post-
relocation plans for the site. 
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The application provides all the required information to demolish a structure in the historic 
district. The structure, having been built in 1925, is historically significant, but the structure 
itself does not seem highly important to the integrity of the Historic District or immediate 
vicinity. There are many different styles of buildings in the immediate area, including some 
historic homes of a similar style, apartments, and newer, student-specific housing. The 
structure is not impossible to reproduce, and the proposed structure is a similar style as the 
existing. It is not the last remaining examples of its kind, and if the demolition is carried out, the 
proposed bungalow-style single-family structure would not negatively affect the aesthetic, 
architectural, or historical character of the surrounding area.  
 
The applicant has stated their insurance company has deemed the structure a total loss due to 
the fire damage. The Building Department inspected the building in February 2020, and 
provided a report stating significant fire damage has made the structure unsafe and a public 
nuisance. Although two years has passed since the initial petition to demo the structure, the 
report provided by the Building Department is what the Commission asked for when continuing 
the December 2017 meeting.  
 
The petitioner withdrew the application in January 2018. In February 2020, the Building 
Department put a notice of violation on the property. The process in Sec. 20-15.30 was 
followed by staff and the property owner, and the petitioner is now moving forward with 
another application to demolish the structure. 
 
Massing and Orientation: The proposed structure respects the site, massing, and building 
orientation of nearby buildings. The proposed structure will align the front façade with the 
predominant setbacks of nearby buildings within the district, and the main entrance is oriented 
similar to established patterns of the neighboring structures and of those in the district, which 
meets the Guidelines on pages 14 and 18. 
 
Materials: The materials for the proposed structure are as follows: 

- Architectural asphalt shingles 
- Brick veneer 
- Brick steps and piers 
- Hardie trim 
- Hardie board and batten 
- Wood or fiberglass doors 
- Aluminum-clad wood windows 
- Fiberglass or Hardie square tapered columns for the front porch 

 
Roofs: The proposed roof is an 8/12 pitch, gable roof, with architectural asphalt shingles. The 
roof of the existing structure is similar to the proposed roof, and meets the Guidelines (p. 26). 
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Doors and Windows: The proposed windows are 6/1 double-hung aluminum-clad wood 
windows, which meet the Guidelines for new construction (p. 25). The rhythm, patterns, and 
ratio of solid to void are compatible with the adjacent contributing buildings, and the size and 
proportion of window and door openings are compatible with those on facades of adjacent 
contributing buildings, which meets the Guidelines on page 26. 
 
Siding and Trim: The siding for the proposed structure is brick veneer on the bottom portion, 
Hardie board and batten on the upper portion, and Hardie trim, which is compatible with other 
buildings within the district.  
 
Porches and Railings: The proposed front porch will be a covered porch with a low brick wall, 
Brick piers and steps, and Hardie or fiberglass columns. The materials blend with the style of 
the proposed structure and the other structures in the district. 
 
Foundations: The structure will have a brick veneer foundation to match the lower portion of 
the proposed structure, which meets the Guidelines (p. 26).  
 
Sidewalks, Drives, Parking, and Paving: The proposed driveway is located on the north side of 
the structure and extends to the rear of the main building. The Guidelines state that driveways 
should generally not be wider than ten feet (p. 37). The proposed driveway will be 
approximately 12 feet. However, the property located to the south has a driveway that is 
around 12 feet. 
 
 

APPLICABLE DESIGN GUIDELINES: 
 
Article VI. Fundamental Design Guidelines (p. 14) 
 

A. Generally (p. 14) 
The design of buildings is determined by the way in which various basic design concepts 
and elements are utilized: building orientation and setback, shape, proportion, 
scale/height, directional emphasis, massing, rhythm, and architectural and site 
elements. These concepts form the basis for visual relationships among buildings, which 
in turn influence the ways in which the public perceives buildings. 
 
When new work is added or a new structure is built among existing buildings, the level 
of success with which it relates to those existing buildings—and whether it contributes 
to or detracts from the area in which it is to be located—will be determined by the ways 
in which its design recognizes the prevailing design expression in the area of influence. 
The following identify and define several principal concepts of design and offer 
guidelines for referencing predominant design characteristics in evaluating the 
appropriateness of a proposed new building or addition. Accompanying the illustrations 
is written guidelines, such as the following: 
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Identify and respect the prevailing character of adjacent buildings and surrounding 
development. 
 

B. Building Orientation and Setback (p. 14) 
Building orientation refers to the directional placement of the building on the site; while 
setback refers to how far back the building is from the street and side lots lines. 
 
The orientation of a new building and its site placement shall appear consistent with 
dominant patterns within the area of influence, if such patterns are apparent. 
 

C. Directional Emphasis (p. 15) 
Most buildings are either vertical or horizontal in their directional emphasis, which is 
determined by the size and placement of elements and openings on a building’s front 
façade as well as by the building’s overall shape. Surface materials and architectural 
detailing may also influence directional emphasis. 
 
A new building’s directional emphasis should be consistent with dominant patterns of 
directional emphasis within the area of influence, if such patterns are present. 
 

D. Shape (p. 16) 
A building’s surfaces and edges define its overall shape. This overall shape, in concert 
with the shapes of individual elements (such as roof pitch, porch form, and window and 
door openings), is important in establishing rhythms in a streetscape. Shape can also be 
an important element of style. 
 
Roof Pitch: The roof pitch of a new building should be consistent with those of existing 
buildings within the area of influence, if dominant patterns are apparent. 
 
Porch Form: The shape and size of a new porch should be consistent with those of 
existing buildings within the area of influence, if dominant patterns are apparent. 
 
Building Elements: The principal elements and shapes used on the front facade of a new 
building should be compatible with those of existing buildings in the area of influence, if 
dominant patterns are apparent. 
 

E. Massing (p. 18) 
Massing has to do with the way in which a building’s volumetric components (i.e., main 
body, roof, bays, overhangs, and porches) are arranged and with the relationship 
between solid wall surfaces and openings. 
 
The massing of a new building should be consistent with dominant massing patterns of 
existing buildings in the area of influence, if such patterns are apparent. 
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Proportion is the relationship of one dimension to another; for example, the 
relationship of the height to the width of a building, or the height and width of windows 
and doors. Individual elements of a building should be proportional to each other and 
the building. 
 
The proportions of a new building should be consistent with dominant patterns of 
proportion of existing buildings in the area of influence, if such patterns are apparent. 
 

F. Rhythm (p. 19) 
Rhythm is the recurring patterns of lines, shapes, forms, or colors (materials) on a 
building or along a streetscape. For example, the rhythm of openings on a house refers 
to the number and placement of windows and doors on a façade. Rhythm also occurs on 
the larger scale of streetscapes as created by development patterns (orientation and 
setback) and details of individual buildings (directional emphasis, scale, height, massing, 
etc.) 
 
New construction should respect and not disrupt existing rhythmic patterns set in the 
area of influence, if such patterns are apparent. 
 

G. Scale and Height (p. 20) 
Scale refers to the apparent relationship between two entities, such as the relationship 
of a building’s height to human height, the relationship between different buildings’ 
heights and sizes, or the relationship between the size of an addition and the building to 
which it is attached. In the Historic Districts the two most important issues are (1) the 
relationship of new construction to structures in the area of influence, and (2) the 
relationship of additions to the building to which they are being added. 
 
A proposed new building should appear to conform to the floor-to-floor heights of 
existing structures if there is a dominant pattern within the established area of influence. 
 
New construction should be consistent with dominant patterns of scale within the area 
of influence, if such patterns are present. Additions should not appear to overwhelm the 
existing building. 

 
Article VIII. Design Guidelines Relative to Specific Work Activity (p. 24) 

 
B. New Construction (p. 25) 

After identifying the area of influence and assessing the prevailing character of the 
development within that area, the next step is to begin the design of the project. Each 
project is unique and needs to be taken on a case-by-case basis to meet the needs of 
the owner while at the same time protecting the character of the property and area. 
There are some general concepts, however, that can assist with the design of the new 
development. 
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New construction should reference and not conflict with the predominant site and 
architectural elements of existing properties in the area of influence. 
 
To be compatible with its context, new construction should respect established design 
patterns within the area of influence. Following are some additional guidelines for new 
construction. 
 
New construction should reference predominant design characteristics that make an 
area distinctive in order to achieve creative and compatible design solutions that are 
more than just mere imitations of existing buildings. However, new construction is not 
limited to historical styles, and new buildings should not be imitations of earlier styles. 
 
1. Generally 

New construction has an obligation to harmonize with the historic character and 
scale of the district. Designs for infill and other new construction must be designed 
with the surroundings in mind. The setback, scale, mass, and size of a structure are 
as important as the style or decorative details. However, style, decoration, building 
materials and landscape treatment and planting shall be utilized in the design to 
provide the attributes necessary for new construction to be compatible with the 
district, while creating a distinctive character for the new structure. 
 
The following standards shall be applied to all new construction, including additions, 
in the district. 

 
2. Doors and Windows 

• Design new construction so that the rhythm, patterns, and ratio of solid to void 
(walls to windows and doors) on public facades are compatible with those of 
adjacent contributing buildings.  

• Design new construction so that the size and proportion (ratio of width to 
height) of window and door openings of primary facades are similar to and 
compatible with those on facades of adjacent contributing buildings.  

• Use doors and windows whose size, proportions and degree of setback from the 
exterior wall are similar to those of historic designs used in the district. 
 

3. Form and Scale 
• Design new buildings to be compatible with contributing buildings in that 

particular part of the district, yet retain enough of the individuality in form, scale, 
or level of complexity to avoid confusing the viewer as regard to the age of the 
new structure. 

• Design new buildings to respect the overall relationship of height to width of 
surrounding contributing structures. 

• Proportion new construction to the size of the lot in a manner similar to typical 
examples of contributing structures within the particular part of the district. 
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• Provide features on new construction that reinforce the scale and character of 
the surrounding area by including elements such as porches, porticos, and 
decorative features, as appropriate. 

• Use roof forms and pitches appropriate for and that harmonize with those used 
historically in the particular part of the district. 

• Design all new garage(s) and outbuilding(s) to be compatible with the style of the 
major buildings on the property and scaled to be subordinate to the main 
building and the lot. 
 

4. Foundations 
• Use foundations that harmonize with those in the surrounding part of the 

district. 
 

5. Massing and Orientation 
• Respect the site planning, massing and building orientation precedents set by 

nearby similar-size contributing buildings of the district.  
• Align the facade of the new building with the predominant setbacks of nearby 

buildings within the district.  
• Orient the main entrance of the building in a manner similar to established 

patterns in the particular part of the district.  
 

6. Materials 
• Use materials and finishes for all major building surfaces, including roofs, that 

are similar to those employed historically in the particular location in the district 
and appropriate to their form and location. 
 

C. Demolition (p. 27) 
The Commission shall not grant Certificates of Appropriateness for the demolition or 
relocation of any property within a historic district unless the Commission finds that the 
removal or relocation of such building will not be detrimental to the historical or 
architectural character of the district. In making this determination, the Commission 
shall consider: 

• The historic and architectural significance of the structure; 
• The importance of the structure to the integrity of the historic district, the 

immediate vicinity, an area, or relationships to other structures; 
• The difficulty or the impossibility of reproducing the structure because of its 

design, texture, material, detail or unique location; 
• Whether the structure is one of the last remaining examples of its kind in the 

neighborhood, the county, or the region or is a good example of its type, or is 
part of an ensemble of historic buildings creating a neighborhood; 

• Whether there are definite plans for refuse of the property if the proposed 
demolition is carried out, and what effect such plans will have on the 
architectural, cultural, historical, archaeological, social, aesthetic, or 
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environmental character of the surrounding area. 
 

All applications to demolish or remove a structure in a historic district shall contain the 
following minimum information: 

• The date the owner acquired the property, purchase price, and condition on date 
of acquisition; 

• The number and types of adaptive uses of the property considered by the 
owner; 

• Whether the property has been listed for sale, prices asked and offers received, 
if any; 

• Description of the options currently held for the purchase of such property, 
including the price received for such option, the conditions placed upon such 
option and the date of expirations of such option; 

• Replacement construction plans for the property in question and amounts 
expended upon such plans, and the dates of such expenditures; 

• Financial proof of the ability to complete the replacement project, which may 
include but not be limited to a performance bond, a letter of credit, a trust for 
completion of improvements, or a letter of commitment from a financial 
institution; and 

• Such other information as may reasonably be required by the Commission. 
 

In no event shall the Commission entertain any application for the demolition or 
relocation of any historic property unless the applicant also presents at the same time 
the post-demolition or post-relocation plans for the site. 
 

Article IX. Design Guidelines Relative to Architectural Materials and Features of the Primary 
Structure (p.30) 
 

A. Exterior Blinds, Awnings, and Shutters (p. 30) 
• Use exterior blinds and shutters only as appropriate to the style, proportion, and 

character of the structure, and sized to cover the window 
 

Examples of Appropriate Materials: Examples of Inappropriate Materials: 
• Wood: louvered or solid panel 
• Fabric awnings 
• Copper 
• Standing seam metal or steel 

• Plastic or vinyl blinds, shutters, 
awnings 

• Aluminum awnings (unless 
original) 

 
B. Entrances and Doorways (p. 30) 

• Maintain the historic character of the building entrance. 
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• Retain historic doors and openings, together with any moldings, transoms, or 
sidelights. 
 

Examples of Appropriate Materials: Examples of Inappropriate Materials: 
• Wood panel  
• Wood panel with glass lights  
• Leaded glass with lead cams  
• Aluminum-clad wood  
• Fiberglass 

• Metal, except for security doors 
on rear or side of the house or 
other appropriate situations, with 
simulated divided lights and 
internal muntins.  

 
C. Foundations (p. 30) 

• Keep cellar and crawl space vents open so that air may flow freely, being sure to 
retain any vents that are original to the building. 

• Ensure that land is graded so that water flows away from the foundation and, if 
necessary, install drains around the foundation. 

 
Examples of Appropriate Foundations: Examples of Inappropriate Foundations: 

• Stucco piers or infill 
• Brick piers or infill 
• Wood lattice 
• Vertical picket infill 
• Stuccoed concrete block 
• Stone 

• Metal infill 
• Plywood panels 
• Mineral board panels 
• Plastic or vinyl sheeting 
• Unfinished concrete block 
• Imitation brick or stone 
• Vinyl lattice 

 
D. Porches and Railings (p. 30) 

• Maintain and repair historic porches to reflect their historic period and the 
relationship to the structure. 

• Use materials that blend with the style of the structure or other structures in the 
district. Balustrades of stairs and ramps should match the design and materials of 
the porch or be unobtrusive. 

• Do not permit enclosure of front porches. Where rear or side porches are to be 
enclosed, the enclosure shall preserve the original configuration of columns, 
handrails and other important architectural elements. 

 
E. Roofs (p. 31) 
• Preserve the original roof form, pitch and overhang of all structures, and use roof 

materials appropriate to the form and pitch of the roof. 
• Preserve the character of the original roofing materials and details. 
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• Retain elements such as chimneys, skylights, and light wells that contribute to the style 
and character of the structure. 

• Use roofing materials similar to those used in the district and that are comparable in 
style, shape, and color as those found on surrounding structures. 
 

Examples of Appropriate Roof Materials:  Examples of Inappropriate Roof 
Materials:  

• Slate  
• Tile  
• Metal of appropriate style, gauge, 

color, and fastening system based 
on the type of structure  

• Wood shingle  
• Cement fiber shingle  
• Asphalt or fiberglass shingle  
• Built-up or membrane on slopes 

of 3-and-12 or less where hidden 
by parapets 

• Corrugated fiberglass  
• Asphalt roll roofing  
• Built-up membrane on slopes 

greater than 3-and-12  
• Corrugated metal or tin  

 

 
I. Windows (p. 31) 
• Maintain the original number, location, size, and glazing pattern of windows on primary 

building elevations. 
• Maintain historic window openings and proportions. 
• Permanently affixed internal and external muntins should be employed where 

appropriate. 
 

Examples of Appropriate Window 
Materials:  

Examples of Inappropriate Window 
Materials:  

• Wood sash windows in double-
hung, single-hung, and casement 
styles  

• Aluminum-clad wood  
• Fiberglass (Pella, Marvin, or equal) 

that mimics wood 
• Steel, if original to the structure  
• Composite material with wood 

sash, frame, and glides  
• Cellular PVC material (All-Season or 

equal) that mimics wood  
• Monarch M-Cell vinyl-clad window, 

Hurd vinyl-clad window, or equal 
that mimics wood  

• Aluminum or vinyl  
• Snap-in or artificial muntins  
• Reflective or tinted glass  
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Article XII. Design Guidelines Relative to Site Features and Lot Improvements (p.33) 
 

J. Sidewalks, Drives, Parking, and Paving (p 36) 
1. Sidewalks and Paving 

• Use only materials that have historic precedent in the district, taking care to 
preserve historic paving materials by saw cutting when inserting new 
materials or repairing damaged areas. 

• Situate, design, and install paving materials of a color and texture and in a 
manner to be compatible with the historic character of the property and its 
neighbors 

2. Parking 
• Residential parking areas should not exceed 35% of the total rear yard area. 

For the purposes of these Design Guidelines: 
o For interior lots, the rear yard is the area not defined as the “front 

yard” in Section 24-125(b) of the Zoning Ordinance or the side yard, 
being the area along a side property line between the front and rear 
walls of the primary structure. The rear yard shall also exclude the 
footprint of the primary structure and any additional roofed 
structures. 

o For corner lots, the rear yard shall be the area not defined as the 
“front yard” in Section 24-125(b). The rear yard shall also exclude the 
footprint of the primary structure and any additional roofed 
structures. 

• Use only materials that have historic precedent in the district. The use of 
permeable materials is encouraged. 

 
Examples of Appropriate Materials:  Examples of Inappropriate Materials:  

• Concrete 
• Brick or stone pavers 
• Gravel or crushed stone 
• Other materials as approved by 

the Commission 

• Asphalt 
 

 
• Minimize the presence and appearance of all parking areas visible from a 

public street through site planning and design. 
• Parking should be screened in a manner so that the parking is not the 

dominant feature of the property. Screen new parking areas through use of 
low walls (4-6 feet high), iron fences, or landscape plantings, mindful of the 
need to maintain the overall continuity of the district as viewed from public 
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rights-of-way and adjacent properties. Screening should extend to the edges 
of the driveway. 

• No residential or commercial parking should be installed between the front 
face of the primary structure and the front right-of way line of the property. 

• All residential and commercial parking should be set back a distance that will 
maintain the pattern and alignment of primary building setbacks in the 
neighborhood. 

3. Driveways 
• Locate driveways to the side and rear of the main building 
• Extend all driveways at least to the rear of the main building. 
• Install residential driveways in a manner and width compatible with those 

historically installed, and generally not wider than ten feet. 
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Article XII. Design Guidelines Relative to Site Features and Lot Improvements (p.33) 
 

J. Sidewalks, Drives, Parking, and Paving (p 36) 
1. Sidewalks and Paving 

• Use only materials that have historic precedent in the district, taking care to 
preserve historic paving materials by saw cutting when inserting new 
materials or repairing damaged areas. 

• Situate, design, and install paving materials of a color and texture and in a 
manner to be compatible with the historic character of the property and its 
neighbors 

2. Parking 
• Residential parking areas should not exceed 35% of the total rear yard area. 

For the purposes of these Design Guidelines: 
o For interior lots, the rear yard is the area not defined as the “front 

yard” in Section 24-125(b) of the Zoning Ordinance or the side yard, 
being the area along a side property line between the front and rear 
walls of the primary structure. The rear yard shall also exclude the 
footprint of the primary structure and any additional roofed 
structures. 

o For corner lots, the rear yard shall be the area not defined as the 
“front yard” in Section 24-125(b). The rear yard shall also exclude the 
footprint of the primary structure and any additional roofed 
structures. 

• Use only materials that have historic precedent in the district. The use of 
permeable materials is encouraged. 

 
Examples of Appropriate Materials:  Examples of Inappropriate Materials:  

• Concrete 
• Brick or stone pavers 
• Gravel or crushed stone 
• Other materials as approved by 

the Commission 

• Asphalt 
 

 
• Minimize the presence and appearance of all parking areas visible from a 

public street through site planning and design. 
• Parking should be screened in a manner so that the parking is not the 

dominant feature of the property. Screen new parking areas through use of 
low walls (4-6 feet high), iron fences, or landscape plantings, mindful of the 
need to maintain the overall continuity of the district as viewed from public 
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rights-of-way and adjacent properties. Screening should extend to the edges 
of the driveway. 

• No residential or commercial parking should be installed between the front 
face of the primary structure and the front right-of way line of the property. 

• All residential and commercial parking should be set back a distance that will 
maintain the pattern and alignment of primary building setbacks in the 
neighborhood. 

3. Driveways 
• Locate driveways to the side and rear of the main building 
• Extend all driveways at least to the rear of the main building. 
• Install residential driveways in a manner and width compatible with those 

historically installed, and generally not wider than ten feet. 
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Tuscaloosa, AL  35406

Deed Book 918, Page 497

Past Horizons, LLC

808 Beech Court

Birmingham, AL  35213

Deed Book 2013, Page 5368

Stacy Leigh Hughey

1606 9th Street

Tuscaloosa, AL  35401

Deed Book 2004, Page 21073

Susan Rohrer

2704 Dolly Ridge Road

Vestavia Hills, AL  35243

Deed Book 2012, Page 515

9' Side Setback

5' Side Setback
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Proposed New Drive and Walks are Hatched

Existing 24" Tree to Remain
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