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New Leadership at Alabama One Credit Union includes Deep Alabama Roots

A new Board of Directors and Supervisory Committee have been elected at Alabama One Credit Union. The Alabama 
Credit Union Administration, as Conservator of Alabama One Credit Union, elected seven Board members and three 
Supervisory Committee members on February 2, 2017 to serve Alabama One members. In addition to these elected 
individuals, a Leadership Team has been named to serve at Alabama One, an institution whose deep roots in the 
Tuscaloosa area have grown to qualify the credit union as one of the largest in the State of Alabama with over 60,000 
members.

The Board will be led by Chairman Tom Fanning, Vice Chairman Loo Whit�eld, and Treasurer & Secretary Barry Mixon.  
Other Board of Directors members are Martin Houston, Lucy Sellers, Marion Dodson, and Tamika Alexander. 
Combining a wide range of civic, personal, and business achievements, the Alabama One Board features individuals 
whose journey toward success involved numerous Alabama landmarks along the way.

Tom Fanning’s 34 years in the mental health industry is only eclipsed by a career in the service of others. Having 
achieved his Master of Divinity from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1963, Fanning retired in 1996 after 
serving for 20 years as Director of Personnel at Bryce Hospital. During this time, he also spent 18 years on the 
Alabama Mental Health Credit Union Board of Directors. Fanning currently volunteers with Meals on Wheels, The 
Friends of Library Bookstore, and serves on the Board of Directors for the Friends of the Tuscaloosa Public Library.

Loo (Margaret) Whit�eld might be better known simply as “coach” after her 27 years as an athletic administrator, 
teacher, and coach at Central and Northridge High Schools. Subsequent e�orts for Whit�eld include tireless service 
for the West Alabama Chamber of Commerce and the Adopt-a-School Program.

Barry Mixon’s idea of a sta� meeting might require a gymnasium. Over the course of a 39-year career in the 
manufactured housing industry, Mixon was responsible for managing projects ranging from product marketing 
and corporate processes while leading a team of over 1,000 employees.

Fans of the Crimson Tide will no doubt remember Martin Houston, whose early success in football helped lead 
Alabama to a national championship in 1992. Houston currently operates The Empowerment Center, a mentoring 
service for youth, and serves as Lead Pastor of Harvest Church in Northport.

Lucy Sellers enjoyed a 38-year career with the Tuscaloosa Board of Education on her way to be named Northport 
Educator of the Year. Sellers’ many other titles included Reading Coach, Teacher, Assistant Principal and Principal, 
not to mention the namesake of Lucy Sellers‘ Day by the Northport City Council.

Marion Dodson’s career began as an absentee replacement employee at B.F. Goodrich Tire Plant in 1990 but truly hit 
its stride some years later when, as Shift Supervisor, his team broke all 8-hour and 12-hour production records. 
Dodson now develops tread dies and tire design for Michelin North America.

Tamika Alexander is a respected member of the Tuscaloosa family since graduating the from the University of 
Alabama in 2002. Having served as a reporter, producer and anchor at WVUA, she was the recipient of the Associated 
Press Broadcasters Association Award and has given her time for such organizations as Leadership Tuscaloosa, West 
Alabama Coalition for the Homeless, Mental Health Task Force, Project Launch, and United Way of West Alabama.
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Serving on the Supervisory Committee are Chairman & Secretary Franklin Bohannon, Julie Smith and Jonathan Walker, 
individuals with a diverse professional experience who also share a common bond of community spirit. Bohannon, a 
Production Engineer with Michelin North America, obtained his MBA from Troy State University after achieving a 
graduate degree from the University of Alabama. Smith, an Auburn graduate with experience as a growth-minded 
Controller, serves as an administrator with University Orthopedic Clinic and proud daughter of a long-time Accountant at 
B.F. Goodrich. Walker, a University of Alabama graduate with a vast background handling complex �nancial matters, 
currently serves as Financial Advisor with Ameritas Investment Corporation. The Supervisory Committee for Alabama 
One acts to oversee the Board of Directors and its Leadership Team.

At the helm of the new Leadership Team at Alabama One is Chief Executive O�cer Bill Wells, whose �nancial experience 
spans 36 years as an institutional risk manager, and a 15-year stint with Comptroller of the Currency, a federal �nancial 
institution regulatory agency. Appointed in April 2016, Wells is excited to see positive change continue throughout the 
Tuscaloosa area and is equally optimistic about the announcement of the new Board of Directors and Supervisory 
Committee. “We are truly excited about this outstanding group of volunteers,” Wells said. “Alabama One will be well 
served by their diverse professional background and we are looking forward to their insight and guidance as they help 
lead us toward the best possible future for our membership.”

Integral to the Alabama One Leadership Team is also Whitney Oswalt, who serves as Chief Financial O�cer. A Certi�ed 
Public Accountant and licensed attorney, Oswalt brings 18 years of leadership experience in the areas of �nancial 
services, engineering and real estate with an emphasis on implementing growth strategies for new or troubled 
companies. Serving as Chief Lending O�cer is Jason Halperin, whose experience in lending, marketing, and mortgage 
services spans almost 20  years and whose vision resulted in multiple new products and services for Alabama One 
members in the last year alone. Chief Credit O�cer Jack Ham draws from nearly 40 years experience with large regional 
banks, community banks, and consulting services with an emphasis on commercial real estate and commercial lending. 
Tuscaloosa native Brittany Dickey serves as the credit union’s Human Resources and Marketing Director. Dickey, who 
attended both Central High and the University of Alabama, has spent 12 years managing human resources, payroll, and 
bene�ts administration and has been employed with Alabama One since 2011. Rounding out the leadership team is 
Shelby Grantham, a graduate of both the University of Alabama and Alabama Banking School of South Alabama. With 
over 15 years experience in community banking, Grantham serves as Controller for the credit union.

Before its current namesake, Alabama One Credit Union served the Tuscaloosa community as the o�cial credit union for 
employees of B.F. Goodrich Tire Plant. After the acquisition of B.F. Goodrich by Michelin North America and subsequent 
mergers of several, smaller community credit unions, Alabama One grew its service area to include 11 total branches 
with locations in Tuscaloosa, Pickens and Mobile counties. The current Leadership Team and Board of Directors have 
spent much of the last calendar year developing new strategies for growth and establishing ongoing benchmarks for 
training and credit union compliance. “As a �nancial institution, we are thrilled to be a part of this vibrant community and 
are very excited about the changes we have made to better serve our members. We have a great TEAM leading the way,” 
said Bill Wells.

Deposits at Alabama One are protected and administered by the National Credit Union Administration, NCUA. The NCUA Share Insurance Fund insures 
individual accounts up to $250,000, and a member’s interest in all joint accounts combined is insured up to $250,000. The Share Insurance Fund separately 
protects IRA and KEOGH retirement accounts up to $250,000. The Share Insurance Fund has the backing of the full faith and credit of the United States. 
Alabama One serves 60,000 plus members and has assets of approximately $580 million and has a �eld of membership which includes 21 Alabama counties.


