
 We invite you to share in our journey as we deliver 

the cargo that fuels the American dream.

Curtis Taylor
Has worked at Parker since the ‘70s.

“Parker is a great place to work. They’ve helped me provide for my family 

and put two kids through school. They have great benefits. They have great 

health insurance, and pay for health insurance for employees and their families. 

I thought they were joking when they said they named a boat after me. It was 

quite an honor.”

Tom Huckabee
Started with Parker Towing 40 years ago, right out of high school. 

“I was the first one to jump the dam with 8 barges. I’ve done 

things people said couldn’t be done. They provide the equipment 

and support us; then, you can do what you need to do. Capt. Tim and Thelma always gave 

a day’s pay for a day’s work. Good benefits, good perks ... like Mrs. Parker’s plum cake.” 

Bobby Joe James
Started at 17, on a boat for 22 years and in the offices for 26 years. Retired in 2009.

“I was a deckhand for Capt. Tim, then I went to the wheelhouse as a pilot, then a captain. 

I enjoyed the work. It was a good company with good people that made me feel like I 

was part of the family. The company didn’t have much turnover. You could work your way 

up. You learned, worked hard and were given many opportunities. I was sad to leave, 

but I was happy to have worked there. It was a good trip.”  

Gilbert Taylor
Worked at Parker for 39 years.  

“Mr. Parker – they don’t make them like that anymore. Once, his boat broke 

down, and he called me to help him fix it. He rewarded me in my paycheck. 

The hardest thing I’ve ever done is retire from a good company. I had to because 

of my cancer. I was in the hospital once and wanted a Snickers bar. Mrs. Parker 

came right in with one. She was like that. She always knew what you wanted.“

 

The best way to know where you’re going in life is 

to look at where you’ve been and remember the folks you met 

along the way. We couldn’t celebrate our 75th Anniversary without the help of 

friends who can go the distance – our long-term and retired employees. 


