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PORT OF DECATUR

Terry Bennett – Cargo Handler

Timothy Booth – Shift Pilot

Theresa Clemons – Dispatcher

Walter Coleman Jr. – Dispatcher

Joshua Cyr – Top Deckhand

Sonji Dunn – Dispatcher

Travis “Hoot” Gibson – Operator

Ray Glenn – Mechanic

Willie Harris Jr. – Top Deckhand

Jose Jasso – Cargo Handler

C.W. Kelsoe – Dock Worker

Alan Kirschbaum – Shift Pilot

Bob Mathes – Shift Pilot

Larry Pack – Operations Manager 

Keith Parker – Crane Operator

Lee Smith – Mechanic

Rick Terry – Sales Manager

Jason Whitehead – Top Deckhand 

CREW

PARKER TOWING ACQUIRES 
THE PORT OF DECATUR®

Parker Towing has announced it has acquired The Port of Decatur® from 
Decatur Transit Company. The Port of Decatur is the largest privately owned 
port on the Tennessee River. “We are very excited about this addition to 
our company,” stated Tim Parker III, director of sales for Parker Towing. “It 
will be a great addition to our current portfolio of ports and terminals in the 
Southeast and expands our capabilities on the Tennessee River.”

The Port of Decatur’s main line of business is the fleeting and shifting of 
barges as well as the loading and unloading of barges. Port facilities include 
intermodal transfer points for switches between barge, road, and rail; 
storage facilities for bulk liquids, dry bulk, and general cargo; and 12 acres 
of open storage. The port is directly connected to the Norfolk Southern 
Railroad and has access to the CSX and to interstate and regional highway 
networks. Over 5,000,000 tons of cargo flow through the Decatur area 
annually, making it the busiest river hub on the Tennessee River.

Left: The Port of Decatur is located at mile marker 304.1 on the Tennessee River. Middle: An excavator transloading soybean 
meal from barge to truck. Right: The MV Mary Ethel shifting covered barges in POD’s fleet.



CUSTOMER PROFILE Drummond Coal Company

Drummond Coal 
Company is one 
of Parker Towing’s 
largest customers. 
Drummond started in 
business in 1935 as a 
family company and 
has remained a closely 
held, family-controlled 
business ever since. 

While Drummond Company does have other business 
interests, coal mining is still its primary focus.

Drummond has two major coal mining areas. In 
Alabama, Drummond operates the underground 
Shoal Creek mine in Walker County, which actually 
stretches across parts of Jefferson, Tuscaloosa, and 
Walker counties. It is one of the largest underground 
facilities of this kind in the country. Its annual 
production is approximately 2,000,000 tons. This coal 
is classified as metallurgical coal, which is used in the 
production of steel. Drummond also operates Twin 
Pines, four surface mining operations that produce 
a variety of coal types, primarily in Jefferson and 
Tuscaloosa counties.

Parker Towing loads coal at Shoal Creek from both of 
these operations. Most of our traffic goes to McDuffie 
Island at Mobile for loading into vessels to the 
international export market. 

Drummond also operates a major mining complex 
in Colombia (South America) composed of the Mina 
Pribbenow and El Descanso surface operations, which 
produce about 30,000,000 tons of coal each year for 
the international thermal market. Parker currently 
transports some of this coal from McDuffie Island to 
Plant Barry (outside of Mobile) for Alabama Power 
Company.

Drummond leases the coal loading facility located on 
Parker’s BMT property for transloading steam coal 
primarily for Alabama Power. Parker and Drummond 
also have a long-term contract relationship for the 
movement of coal to Mobile.

The similarities between our companies are many, 
including our Alabama origin, family ownership and 
management, respected reputation, and community 
involvement. We value our relationship with 
Drummond and expect it to strengthen and 
continue for many years.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Tim Parker’s Surprise Birthday Party

On Thursday, July 3, Tim Parker celebrated his 70th birthday with a surprise party attended by 
family, friends, and coworkers. The event was organized by his wife, Cathy Parker, and held at 
the Cypress Inn Pavilion. Tim, who joined Parker Towing Company in 1974, was led to the party 
(where everyone was waiting) by his son, Tim Parker III, and his grandsons, Mize and Rhett 
Parker. As a man who professes not to get fooled often, Tim said he was “totally, absolutely 
surprised.” He said it was by far the best birthday, and to celebrate it with family, friends, and 
past and present coworkers was the icing on the cake that made it extra special. 

The MV Megan Parker pushing a tow of 
Drummond Coal for export outside of Mobile, AL.

Left: Tim with his sister, Alice Haun.
Below: Terah & Laura Huckabee 
with Grady & Jolene Coble.

Left: Paul Bryant Jr. with his wife, 
Cherry, and Tim with his wife, Cathy.
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FLEET FEATURE
Motor Vessel Charles Haun 

The Motor Vessel Charles Haun was built in 2012 by C & G Boat 

Works, Inc. in Mobile, AL, and is named in honor of Charles 

Haun Jr. and Charles “Chas” Haun III. 

One of the newest additions to Parker Towing’s fleet, this is the 

second boat with an octagonal wheelhouse, which was designed 

to meet the company’s river system needs. The motor vessel is 

among the largest in Parker Towing’s fleet at 147'6" long and 

34' wide. 

The MV Charles Haun serves on the Warrior-Tombigbee, 

Tenn-Tom, Tennessee, Ohio, Upper and Lower Mississippi, 

Intracoastal Waterways, and Mobile Bay. 

The MV Charles Haun at the Parker Towing dock in Northport, AL.

CLIMBING THE 
CORPORATE 
LADDER

Promotions

TIM ADER 

Steersman

CODY BURNS

Steersman

PRESTON EVERETT

Steersman

JOSH GIBSON

Sales Representative

LEIF LACEY

Crew Dispatcher 

CALEB ODOM

Steersman

ANDERSON WOODS

Steersman



SAFETY & REGULATIONS
Parker Towing Responsible Carrier Program

Parker Towing Company, Inc. recognizes the importance of 
efficiently meeting the waterborne transportation needs of the 
United States in an environmentally sound manner while protecting 
the health and safety of our employees and the public. The 
employees of Parker Towing Company, Inc. pledge to do the 
following:

• Conduct our business and operate our vessels in a manner that 
protects the environment and the safety and health of our employees 
and the general public. 

• Recognize and be responsive to public concerns about waterborne 
transportation and its effects on the environment.

• Make safety, health, and the environment priorities in our business 
planning.

• Work in partnership with manufacturers, shippers, and vendors to 
enhance safe transportation of products and the management of 
associated cargo residues and cleaning wastes.

• Commit to reduce overall emissions and waste generation, and comply 
with all laws and regulations concerning emissions and waste.

• Participate with government and the public in creating responsible 
laws and regulations and standards to safeguard the workplace, 
community, and environment.

• Establish and maintain, in cooperation with public authorities and 
others, contingency procedures and plans to mitigate the effects of 
accidents that may occur. 
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WELCOME 
ABOARD!
New Hires

Yohan Anderson – Deckhand

Mitchell Baker – Mechanic

Justin Barnes – Deckhand

Devin Bell – Deckhand

Michael Christensen – Deckhand

Joseph Dill – Deckhand

Lawrence Edwards – Deckhand

Justin Elmore – Deckhand

Bobby Frederick – Deckhand

Christopher Gore – Deckhand

Christopher Gregory – Deckhand

Joshua Harbin – Deckhand

Steven Harper – Deckhand

Dustin Hayes – Deckhand

Terry Lee Jr. – 2nd Deckhand

Joshua Lynch – Deckhand

Ashford Nelson – Deckhand

Michael Reed – Deckhand

Sean Scott – Deckhand

Anthony Thornton Jr. – Deckhand

Angelo Torres – Purchasing Manager

Justin Venable – Deckhand

David Waller – Deckhand

Parker Towing crew members building a tow in Mobile Bay.


