ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT STAFF REPORT
August 24, 2026
ZBA-60-26

GENERAL INFORMATION

Petitioner
Bill Lundsford

Requested Action and Purpose
Variance from the rear setback requirements to allow the construction of a single-family dwelling.

Location and Existing Zoning
5327 Park Ave. Zoned GPD. (Council District 3)

Size and Existing Land Use
Approximately 1.5 acres, Residential

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning
North: Single Family Residential, GPD
East: Single Family Residential, GPD
South: Vacant, NC

West: Vacant, OS

Applicable Regulations

Division 7. - Planned Development Districts

Sec. 25-91.b.
b. Relationship to existing planned unit developments and RDD district. Lands designated in a
planned unit development (PUD) or the riverfront development district (RDD) on January 1,
2025 are recognized as valid, and shall be carried out in accordance with the terms and
conditions of their approval, so long as they remain valid and have not expired or been
revoked, or been substantially modified with respect to the character of the development or
the intent of the approval.

SUMMARY

The petitioner is requesting a variance from the rear setback requirements to allow the construction of
a single-family dwelling. The rear setback requirement for the lot as created by the Planned Unit
Development for the Townes of North River is 35 feet. The petitioner is requesting to build the
structure 15 feet away from the rear property line. The petitioner states that they are requesting to
move the structure closer to the rear property line due to topography limitations in the front yard and
to preserve the existing large hardwood trees in the front yard.

Office of Urban Development, Planning Division: No comment
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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT STAFF REPORT
August 24, 2026
Office of Urban Development, Code Enforcement: No violations found or complaints received

Office of Urban Development, Building and Inspections Division: No comment.

Infrastructure and Public Services, Engineering Division: No comment

Fire and Rescue Department, Fire Administration: No comment
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Variance Application

Property Information:

Site Address:
5327 Park Ave, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35406

Total Acres: Number of Existing Structures:
1.5 none

Current Zoning: Current Land Use:

Single Family Residential 3 (SFR-3) Residential

Applicant Information:

Applicant Name:
Bill Lunsford

Is the applicant also the property owner?
Yes

The primary consideration for a variance request is whether a literal
enforcement of a zoning ordinance will result in an unnecessary hardship.
Circumstances that are not hardships include self-inflicted or self-created,
inconvenient, financial or personal. The petitioner must specifically state a
hardship for the variance.

Detailed Description of the Proposed Request, including Hardship:

Petitioner is requesting a variance from the required 35' set back on the South property line to a 15' set
back. The lot is 1.5 acres and has large hardwood trees on the front portion of the lot. In an effort to save
as many trees as possible the house site needs to be moved to the location as shown on the archetech
drawing. The property to the south property line has a large creek joining and crossing this lot and is owed
by Ala Mental Health and is part of Sokol hiking and biking trail.

Supporting Documents:

Site Plan (if applicable): Elevation Drawings (if applicable):
Aerial Image with Utility Easement & Home Layout -
2026 07 10.pdf

Additional Documents:
98 Townes city easment drawing.pdf

98 Townes survey.pdf
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