
Tuscaloosa Academy 6th grade Summer Reading 2026-2027 

Note: The TA library will be open on Wednesdays from 9am - 1pm all summer for AR tests, starting on 
June 5th, except for June 19th, will be open on 6/18 instead, and July 3rd.

 

BOOK 1→ Required Summer Reading: Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell. Students will take an AR Test on the novel 
during summer break. At the beginning of the school year, the students will use this novel for our first literature lessons: Literary 
Elements.  
 
BOOK 2→ Choice of 1 of 10: Students will choose from the list below one book. Students will need to take an AR Test during 
summer break. Students will complete an assignment regarding their choice book for the Literary Elements unit at the beginning of 
the school year.  
 

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine 

The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder Rules by Cynthia Lord 

Elf Dog and Owl Head by M.T. Anderson 11 Birthdays by Wendy Mass 

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett  

 
BOOK 3→ Free choice of a young adult novel. Students will need to take an AR test during the summer. The TA 
English department encourages parents and students to research content using the trusted website: 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org 
 Some excellent YA authors to check out (Your book does not have to be written by one of these authors): 
 

 
 

Novels for the 2025-2026 School Year (In Class Units):  
1.​ The Ickabog               2. Wolf Hollow      3. Introduction to Shakespeare        4. A Wrinkle in Time  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org

