
 

 

February 17, 2026 
 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Duffy: 
 
On behalf of the City of Tuscaloosa, I am writing to express our strong support for the City’s 
application under the BUILD Program to replace the Stillman Boulevard Bridge and 
implement critical pedestrian access improvements. 
 
For more than a decade, Tuscaloosa has prioritized strategic infrastructure investment as a 
foundation for public safety, economic growth, and neighborhood revitalization. Since the 
April 27, 2011 tornado, our community has taken a deliberate and forward-looking 
approach to rebuilding stronger and smarter. Replacing the Stillman Boulevard Bridge is 
consistent with our long-term recovery, resiliency, and capital improvement strategies. 
 
The existing bridge has reached the end of its useful life and no longer meets modern 
structural or multimodal design standards. Its replacement will significantly enhance safety, 
improve freight and commuter mobility, and incorporate dedicated pedestrian facilities that 
strengthen connectivity between West Tuscaloosa neighborhoods and major educational 
institutions, including Stillman College and the University of Alabama. These improvements 
directly support our goals of increasing workforce access, encouraging walkability, and 
ensuring equitable mobility options for all residents. 
 
This corridor is essential to regional connectivity and serves surrounding rural communities 
that rely on Tuscaloosa as an employment, healthcare, and education hub. Modernizing the 
Stillman Boulevard Bridge will reinforce our city’s role as an economic engine for West 
Alabama while ensuring the infrastructure supporting that growth is safe, reliable, and built 
to modern standards. 
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The City of Tuscaloosa is committed to responsible stewardship of federal resources and to 
delivering projects that provide measurable improvements in safety, state of good repair, 
and long-term economic competitiveness. We respectfully request your full and favorable 
consideration of this BUILD application. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and partnership in strengthening America’s transportation 
infrastructure. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Walt Maddox 
Mayor 
City of Tuscaloosa 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

February 23, 2026 
 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
Please accept this letter as a statement of my support for the City of Tuscaloosa’s application for 
funding under the BUILD Program to replace the Stillman Boulevard Bridge and implement 
pedestrian access improvements.  
 
The Stillman Boulevard Bridge is aging, functionally outdated, and essential to maintaining safe 
and reliable connectivity for residents, students, workforce participants, and local businesses. Its 
replacement represents a strategic rural investment focused on safety, mobility, and long-term state 
of good repair. Located within the City of Tuscaloosa, this project is important to the entire West 
Alabama region—an area with significant infrastructure and economic constraints common to 
rural communities nationwide. 
 
In addition to its regional impact, this project would greatly enhance local use. It would 
significantly improve structural integrity, modernize roadway design, and add dedicated pedestrian 
infrastructure to increase safety and accessibility. It would strengthen access to key institutions, 
including Stillman College and the University of Alabama, improving workforce mobility and 
educational access while reducing transportation barriers for surrounding neighborhoods. 
 
Improving the lives of all Alabamians through needed infrastructure investment is among my top 
priorities as Governor. It is foundational to attracting private investment, supporting job creation, 
and ensuring rural communities remain connected to regional and national markets. The Stillman 
Boulevard Bridge Replacement Project reflects these goals by delivering measurable safety 
improvements while supporting regional economic vitality. To this end, your full consideration of 
the City of Tuscaloosa’s BUILD Grant application will be greatly appreciated.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kay Ivey 
Governor 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
 
KAY IVEY 
GOVERNOR 

 

 STATE OF ALABAMA 

STATE CAPITOL 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130 
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February 18, 2026 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Re: City of Tuscaloosa –  
FY 2026 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant 
 
Dear Secretary Duffy,  
 
I am writing to offer my strong support for the City of Tuscaloosa’s FY 2026 Better Utilizing 
Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant application to advance a major transportation 
improvement in West Tuscaloosa, referred to as the Stillman Boulevard Bridge Replacement and 
Pedestrian Access Improvement Project. The Stillman Boulevard corridor serves as a vital link in West 
Tuscaloosa, connecting neighborhoods with schools, local businesses, workforce destinations, and 
major educational institutions including Stillman College and the University of Alabama; as a result, 
placing increased pressure on transportation infrastructure not originally designed to accommodate 
today’s combination of local travel, school traffic, and regional movements. Detailed within the city’s 
application, this pressure has resulted in the Stillman Boulevard Bridge reaching the end of its service 
life and no longer meeting current safety, mobility, or multimodal needs.  
 
The Stillman Boulevard Bridge Replacement and Pedestrian Access Improvement Project is designed 
to improve community connectivity through reduced travel delays and implementing dedicated 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities that improve access to employment, education, and essential services. 
By providing alternative transportation methods and improving roadway safety, the project is expected 
to foster long-term economic opportunities in a rural-serving area, enhance overall system 
performance, and improve travel reliability. I am certain this critical infrastructure investment will 
offer widespread benefit, including enhanced mobility and connectivity, improved emergency response 
and operational reliability, and a more resilient transportation network.  
 
I fully support the City of Tuscaloosa’s FY 2026 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage 
Development grant application and commend their advancement of a project that reflects strong local 
leadership and consistency with local transportation planning goals. I look forward to the positive 
impact this investment has on safety and mobility in Tuscaloosa.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 

 
Tommy Tuberville 
United States Senator 



 

​  

 

 February 20, 2026 

The Honorable Sean Duffy​
 Secretary​
 U.S. Department of Transportation​
 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE​
 Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Duffy: 

As the U.S. Representative for Alabama’s 7th Congressional District, I am pleased to offer my strong 
support for the City of Tuscaloosa’s application for funding under the BUILD Program to replace the 
Stillman Boulevard Bridge and implement critical pedestrian access improvements. 

Investments that strengthen rural communities, expand economic opportunity, and improve infrastructure 
safety remain a priority for West Alabama. Although located within the City of Tuscaloosa, the Stillman 
Boulevard corridor serves surrounding rural communities that rely on this bridge for access to 
employment centers, higher education, healthcare, and essential services. For many residents, this 
connection is foundational to daily life and economic participation. 

The existing bridge has exceeded its intended service life and no longer meets modern design standards. 
Replacing it will enhance structural reliability, improve freight and commuter mobility, and incorporate 
dedicated pedestrian infrastructure to better protect students, workers, and families. The project will also 
strengthen safe access to anchor institutions such as Stillman College and the University of Alabama, 
supporting workforce development and educational attainment across the region. 

Rural communities often face disproportionate challenges when aging infrastructure limits connectivity 
and economic growth. The Stillman Boulevard Bridge Replacement Project represents a strategic 
investment in state of good repair, mobility, and long term regional competitiveness. It will reduce safety 
risks, improve multimodal access, and ensure that West Alabama remains connected to broader economic 
opportunity. 

I respectfully urge full and fair consideration of the City of Tuscaloosa’s BUILD application, particularly 
under the program’s rural funding emphasis. This project aligns strongly with federal priorities to 
strengthen infrastructure and support communities that depend on reliable transportation networks. For 
additional inquiries, please reach out to my staff at quin.kelly@mail.house.gov. 

 

 

TERRI A. SEWELL​
Member of Congress 
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February 17, 2026 

 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Duffy: 

As Chair of the Tuscaloosa County Delegation in the Alabama House of Representatives, I am writing to express my 
strong support for the City of Tuscaloosa’s BUILD grant application to replace the Stillman Boulevard Bridge and 
implement critical pedestrian access improvements. 

In my role representing Tuscaloosa County, I have consistently prioritized public safety, infrastructure modernization, 
and economic opportunity for both urban and rural communities. The Stillman Boulevard Bridge is a critical 
transportation link for residents throughout Tuscaloosa and surrounding rural areas, providing essential access to 
employment centers, educational institutions, healthcare facilities, and community services. Its replacement addresses a 
vital need by improving safety, mobility, and reliable regional connectivity. 

The existing bridge has exceeded its intended service life and no longer meets modern design standards. Replacing it will 
strengthen structural integrity, incorporate safe pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, and enhance access to key 
anchors such as Stillman College and the University of Alabama. These improvements support workforce development, 
promote community engagement, and foster economic growth across West Alabama. 

Reliable and modern infrastructure is essential to sustaining quality of life and regional competitiveness. The Stillman 
Boulevard Bridge Replacement and Pedestrian Access Improvement Project represents a strategic investment in state of 
good repair, safety, and connectivity — priorities I have long championed as Chair of the Tuscaloosa County Delegation. 

I respectfully urge the U.S. Department of Transportation to give full and favorable consideration to this BUILD 
application, which will deliver lasting benefits to residents, students, and businesses throughout our community. 

Sincerely, 

 

Ron Bolton 
Chair, Tuscaloosa County Delegation 
Member, Alabama House of Representatives, District 61 

REP. RONALD BOLTON 
DISTRICT 61 

POST OFFICE BOX 632 
NORTHPORT, ALABAMA 35476 

           STATE HOUSE: room 522-A 
           CELL:  205-242-9896                                          
           EMAIL: ronaldbolton1@gmail.com   
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February 17, 2026 
 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Duffy: 

On behalf of Stillman College, I write with enthusiastic and unqualified support for the City of Tuscaloosa’s 
application for funding under the BUILD Program to replace the Stillman Boulevard Bridge and implement 

critical pedestrian access improvements. This investment is both timely and essential — and I urge the 
Department to give it every favorable consideration. 

Founded in 1876, Stillman College is a historically Black liberal arts institution with deep roots in West 

Tuscaloosa and an enduring mission to transform lives through education. The Stillman Boulevard corridor is 
far more than an access route — it is a lifeline for our students, faculty, staff, and visitors. Each day, members 

of our campus community traverse this bridge to reach classrooms, residence halls, employment centers, and 
essential services throughout the city. Its condition is not an abstract infrastructure concern; it is a daily reality 
for the people we serve. 

The existing bridge’s age and outdated design create safety and mobility challenges that fall disproportionately 
on those with the fewest alternatives. The proposed replacement will modernize the structure, improve roadway 
reliability, and deliver the enhanced pedestrian infrastructure that students who walk or bike between campus 

and surrounding neighborhoods urgently need. Improved lighting, sidewalks, and multimodal design elements 
will meaningfully advance both safety and dignity of access for our community. 

Beyond our campus, this project strengthens the broader fabric of West Alabama. It deepens connectivity 

between Stillman College and neighboring institutions — including the University of Alabama — expanding 
pathways for collaboration, workforce development, and shared economic vitality. Reliable infrastructure is not 

incidental to student success; it is foundational to it, and to the long-term growth of our community. 

The Stillman Boulevard Bridge Replacement and Pedestrian Access Improvement Project represents a 
transformative investment in safety, mobility, and educational access. For Stillman’s students — many of whom 

are first-generation college students who depend on safe pedestrian connectivity — this is not merely an 
infrastructure project. It is an investment in possibility,  and in the futures of the next generation of Alabama’s 
leaders. 

I respectfully and urgently urge the U.S. Department of Transportation to give full and favorable consideration 
to the City of Tuscaloosa’s BUILD application. Thank you for your leadership and your commitment to building 

transportation systems that strengthen communities, expand opportunity, and uphold the promise of higher 
education for all Americans. 

Sincerely, 

 
Yolanda W. Page, Ph.D. 

President 

















SabanCenter.org 
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SABAN CENTER

The Honorable Sean Duffy
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Duffy:

On behalf of the Saban Center, I am pleased to offer our strong support for the City of Tuscaloosa’s BUILD 
grant application to replace the Stillman Boulevard Bridge and implement critical pedestrian access 
improvements.

The Saban Center’s mission is to inspire and equip children and families through hands-on learning, STEM 
education, and innovative programming that prepares the next generation for success in a dynamic 
workforce. As a regional destination for education and discovery in Tuscaloosa and West Alabama, safe 
and reliable transportation infrastructure is essential to ensuring that students, educators, and families 
can access our programs without barriers.

The Stillman Boulevard corridor is a key connector for neighborhoods, schools, and community 
institutions. Replacing the aging bridge and enhancing pedestrian infrastructure will significantly improve 
safety and accessibility for children and families traveling between residential areas and educational 
anchors, including Stillman College and the University of Alabama. Improved multimodal connectivity 
strengthens the broader educational ecosystem that supports student success and workforce readiness.

Investments in infrastructure are investments in opportunity. The Stillman Boulevard Bridge Replacement 
and Pedestrian Access Improvement Project aligns directly with our mission by promoting safe access to 
learning environments, expanding community connectivity, and supporting long-term economic and 
educational growth.

We respectfully urge the U.S. Department of Transportation to give full and favorable consideration to 
the City of Tuscaloosa’s BUILD application. Thank you for your leadership and commitment to 
strengthening transportation systems that serve children, families, and communities nationwide.

Sincerely,

Audrey Buck
Executive Director
Saban Center
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