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GENERAL INFORMATION 

Property Owner (X) Petitioner (X) 

Michael and Julianna Hill

Requested Action and Purpose 

Petition for a variance from the residential setback regulations to allow the construction of a single-family home

Location and Existing Zoning 

1214 14th Street. Zoned R-3. (Council District 4)

Size and Existing Land Use

Approximately 0.13 acres, Single-family residential

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning 

North: Single-family residence, R-3

East: Alabama Power Substation, R-3

South: University of Alabama Facility, I

West: Single-family residence, R-3

Applicable Regulations 

Sec. 24-35. � Yards and usable open space.

(a) Front yard. For every lot in a residential district abutting on a street, front yards of the following 

minimum depth shall be provided:

Residence Districts Minimum Depth

R-3 25 feet

(b) Side Yards. For every building in a residence district, other than an RMH Mobilehome District, side yards 

of the following minimum widths (in feet) shall be provided:

 

Required Side Yards  

Single-family dwelling  

Two (2) side yards required. Aggregate width of both yards 14

Least width of either yard 5
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SUMMARY 

The petitioner is requesting a variance from the front and side setback regulations to construct a single-family 

home. The petitioner plans to demolish the existing structure and rebuild a twenty-four (24) foot wide by fifty 

(50) foot long home in its place. The proposed front setback of fourteen (14) feet will align the front of this 

structure with the adjacent homes that face 14th Street. The lot is approximately thirty-seven (37) feet in width, 

so it does not meet the required minimum lot width for the district, which is sixty-five (65) feet. The proposed 

setback along the eastern portion of the lot will be four (4) feet. Per the petitioner, �The plan mirrors many

of the current homes in the area and will have an all brick exterior similar to many of surrounding new homes.�

Office of Urban Development, Planning Division: No comment

Office of Urban Development, Code Enforcement: No violations found or complaints received

Office of Urban Development, Building and Inspections Division: No comment. 

Infrastructure and Public Services, Engineering Division: No comment

Fire and Rescue Department, Fire Administration: No comment







Michael Hill: 1214 14th St Variance Request

To: City of Tuscaloosa Zoning Board of Adjustment

From: Michael Shane Hill and Julianna Hill (Property Owners)

Date: February 29th, 2024

Subject: 1214 14th Street Variance Request for Setbacks

Section A
Re: Provide a detailed description of the proposed request. Include any related information,
such as the history of the property
in relation to the proposed use, number of parking spaces, hours of operation, number of
employees, etc.

The purpose of this request is to request a variance that will allow the new construction of a 24’
wide by approximately 50’ long.

I have attached the survey drawing (attachment A) showing the proposed positioning of the new
home and detached structure.

The first request is an eastern side variance. The drawing shows the 5’ setback to the west side
(and should be in-line with current code) as well as a 4’ setback on the east side (the slight
variance request). The eastern variance is adjacent to a grass alley (that I currently mow and
maintain).

The second request is for the front setback. I am requesting a front setback no further than the
current house and inline with the other existing homes on the block. The drawing shows 14’
setback and maintains the current aesthetics of the homes on the block.

Section B
RE: Explain in detail any special circumstances or conditions that are particular to the property
or buildings where a strict
application of the ordinance would deprive the applicant of the reasonable use of such property
or building.

Without the variance for the side setback it is impractical to rebuild. A 24’ wide structure is the
minimum needed to build a functional home by today's building and living standards.
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Michael Hill: 1214 14th St Variance Request

Section C
RE: Explain in detail how the granting of the variance/use variance would be in harmony with
the character of the surrounding area and why it would not be detrimental to the neighborhood.

I believe the variance, if granted, will be keeping in the spirit of the zoning intent of providing
safe and functional housing. A modern 19’ structure would have an overall negative impact on
the neighborhood aesthetics. By moving to the 24’ plan, the home will be functional as well as
aesthetically appealing and compliment the new construction in the area. The plan mirrors many
of the current homes in the area and will have an all brick exterior similar to many of
surrounding new homes. To my knowledge there would be no negative impact to the general
public welfare by granting this variance.

Very Respectfully,

Michael Shane Hill
205.515.9074
msh.hill@outlook.com
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