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Historic Preservation Commission

Staff Report

Meeting Date: January 10th, 2024

Case #: HPC-02-24

Site Address: 17 Sherwood Drive

Parcel ID: 31-06-14-3-008-012.000

Applicant: Nathan Gerdau

Owner: Kussi Lispskier

Proposed Work: Petition for a Certificate of Appropriateness for an addition on the 

primary structure located at 17 Sherwood Drive in the Sherwood 

Drive Historic District.

Current Zoning: R-1H

Historic District: Sherwood Drive

Architectural Style: Colonial Revival

Year Built: 1950

Contributing: Yes

Historic Survey: Sherwood Drive Historic District

#17 Sherwood Drive. William and Rosa Partlow, Jr. House. 1950. Two story, wood frame and brick 

Colonial Revival central block with dependencies, side gable roof of asphalt shingles, brick end 

chimney with brick cap, cornice, second floor has 8/8 double hung sash windows with flanking 

louvered wooden shutters, wood shingles siding, first floor with glass panel and wood door, 

flanking sidelights, wood door surround with cornice, fluted pilasters that include a chevron 

pattern in the capitals, 8/8 double hung sash windows with brick sills and louvered wooden 

shutters, base of brick, dependencies covered with wood shingles, side gable roof of asphalt 

shingles, 8/8 double hung sash windows and louvered wooden shutters.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT:
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The petitioner proposes to remodel and expand their existing garage. The remodel includes an 

addition creating a second level and changing the garage into an open space area. The 

materials are to match the existing structure. The siding, trim, and windows will match the 

existing features on the primary structure.

STAFF ANALYSIS:

Design Character:  The proposed addition will not be visible from the public right of way. The 

size and scale of the addition is compatible with the primary structure. 

Materials: The proposed siding, trim, and roof will match the existing materials found on the 

primary structure. The new windows will match the same grid pattern and paint color as the 

existing windows. The proposed materials match the existing materials found on the primary 

structure.

APPLICABLE DESIGN GUIDELINES:

A. Additions

1. Generally 

An exterior addition to a historic building can significantly alter its appearance and thereby 

adversely affect both adjacent properties and the character of the entire district. Additions to 

existing structures in the district have a responsibility to complement and reflect the design, 

scale, and architectural type of the original structure. Before an addition is planned, every 

effort should be made to accommodate the new use within the existing structure. When an 

addition is necessary, it should be designed and constructed so that it will complement the 

original and not confuse the viewer or detract from the character-defining features of the 

building. It should be noted that all additions shall be designed and constructed in accord with 

the following standards and with the standards for new construction that follow. Tuscaloosa 

Historic Preservation Commission, October 1, 2005 (Revised May 2017) 25 | P a g e the 

following standards shall be applied to all construction in the district that involves additions to 

existing buildings and structures. 

2. Location 

 Maintain the pattern created by the repetition of building fronts, bays, and sections in 

the particular area of the district.

 Locate additions so they will not obscure or damage significant architectural features, 

ornament, or detail.

 Place additions to the side or rear or set back slightly from the building front.
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3. Materials 

 Use materials that are inspired by and compatible with those of the general character of 

the original structure.

 Do not obscure window proportions with inappropriate storm windows.

4. Original Design Character 

 Maintain the size, scale, materials, and character of additions, including their 

foundations, in a manner compatible with the main building and its context.

 Design and construct additions in such a manner that, if the change were to be removed 

in the future, the essential form and integrity of the original structure would not be 

impaired.

 Limit the size of additions to those that do not visually overpower the existing structure. 

 Do not allow additions to hinder the ability to interpret the historic character of the 

structure or district.

Windows 

 Maintain the original number, location, size, and glazing pattern of windows on primary 

building elevations. 

 Maintain historic window openings and proportions. 

 Permanently affixed internal and external muntins should be employed where 

appropriate. 

Examples of Appropriate Window Materials:

 Wood sash windows in double-hung, 

single-hung, and casement styles

 Aluminum-clad wood 

 Fiberglass (Pella, Marvin, or equal) 

that mimics wood 

 Steel, if original to the structure 

 Composite material with wood sash, 

frame, and glides 

 Cellular PVC material (All-Season or 

equal) that mimics wood 

 Monarch M-Cell vinyl-clad window, 

Hurd vinyl-clad window, or equal that 

mimics wood

Examples of Inappropriate Window 

Materials:

 Aluminum or vinyl 

 Snap-in or artificial muntins 

 Reflective or tinted glass



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
APPLICATION 

Last Updated, August 2023 

Historic District:  ________________ Address:_______________________________________ 

Property Owner

Name:  ________________________ Phone:  ________________________ Email:  ________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

Applicant (if different from owner) 

Name:  ________________________ Phone:  ________________________ Email:  ________________________ 

Contractor or Architect 

Email:  ________________________ Name:  ________________________ Phone:  ________________________ 

☐ Other (please explain):
____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Office of Urban Development:
Planning Division

Please complete all of the following fields: 
Location of Property and Historic District

Zip Code:  ____________

 The Applicant requests the following item(s) from the Historic Preservation Commission: 

Repair / Remodel of Existing Building(s) ...... $50

New Construction or Addition(s) ...... $50

Signage ...... $25
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PLEASE SUBMIT AN ELECTRONIC COPY  OF THIS APPLICATION  AND ANY NECESSARY 
SUPPORTING MATERIALS VIA E-MAIL TO HPC@TUSCALOOSA.COM

Dimensioned site plans showing all buildings, 
additions, drives, sidewalks, fences, exterior lighting, 
large trees, landscaping, and other site work 
locations, drawn to scale no less than 1” = 10’-0”.  

Provide a detailed description of the proposed request. Supporting documentation required along with this 
application shall include a dimensioned site plan, elevation drawings, or similar drawings that clearly show 
the existing and proposed design. Staff reserves the right to determine if the submitted plans are acceptable.

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________   

Dimensioned elevations including sufficient detail to describe 
all exterior design features and materials, drawn to scale no 
less than ¼” = 10’-0”. Where scale or massing of alteration is 
a concern, include elevations of neighboring buildings. 

2201 University Boulevard, Annex III, 3rd Floor
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401



Certification of Applicant 

I hereby certify that I have read and examined this application and know the same to be true and correct. I also 
acknowledge that if the Commission determines that any of the foregoing information is not accurate, my application 
may be denied because it contained false or otherwise incorrect information. Staff reserves the right to request 
additional information as deemed neccessary. This application will not be accepted until all required information 
is provided. 

It is my understanding that a Certificate of Appropriateness shall become void unless construction is commenced within 
six (6) months of the date of issuance. I also understand a building permit issued by the City of Tuscaloosa is required for 
all applicable work being completed in historic districts. 

Finally, it is my understanding that pending Commission approval, I am bound to follow the plans submitted with this 
application. Should there be any changes to the approved plans, I understand that those changes must be reviewed by 
City staff prior to any work associated with such changes occurring.

Applicant:  ________________________________________________________ Date:  _______________________ 

Important Items to Note:

 You will receive confirmation from City staff via e-mail once your application is received. Unless expressly
waived by City staff, you must submit a digital copy of your application to secure a place on the docket.

 A filing fee related to the specific request (reference page one of this application) is required to be submitted
along with this application. Check is preferred, but an invoice can be sent upon request.

 In-person attendance at the HPC meeting is mandatory for the petitioner.
 Any request which will not be represented by the property owner at the public hearing must be accompanied

by a notarized designation of agent affidavit.
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Provide a detailed description of the proposed materials. Supporting documentation such as photographs, 
brochures, screenshots, invoices, material spec sheets, or similar items that clearly show the existing and 
proposed materials are required along with this application. Staff reserves the right to request for additional 
information as deemed necessary. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nathan Gerdau
Pen
Nathan Garda



1. Do not scale drawings.  If dimensions are in question, the contractor shall be
responsible for obtaining clarification from the architect before continuing with
construction. All dimensions relating to existing conditions shall be field verified.

2. Dimensions are called out from out side face of stud at exterior walls to
face of stud at interior partitions. Window and door openings are dimensioned to
center of opening.

3. Dimensions for elevations, sections, and details are called out from top of
slab/sub floor.

4. Any dimensional discrepancies are to be directed to Gerdau Designs,
before fabrication of area in question.

5. Contractor to field verify all existing conditions and dimensions.  Contractor to
notify Gerdau Designs of any discrepancies with these drawings and/or site
information prior to beginning construction and/or ordering materials.

6. Contractor to provide wood blocking for all millwork and any wall hung counters,
ledges and shelving.  Provide blocking as required by construction.

7. All finish work shall be smooth, free from abrasion and/or tool marks on any
exposed surfaces. All specified finishes are to be installed per manufacturers instructions.

8. All construction shall comply with all building codes and requirements having
jurisdiction over this project.

9. See the electrical drawings for the locations of ceiling mounted smoke detectors,
fire alarm devices, exit lights, etc.  Verify with architectural reflected ceiling plan
intent, the placement in relation to adjacent finishes or grids. Contractor to coordinate
owner review meeting to approve all power and telephone outlet locations. This
meeting shall be after all walls have been framed and before any wall finishes have
been applied.  Modify electrical as required to accommodate any owner selected
fixtures / appliances. Notify Gerdau Designs of any revisions.

10.Piping located above grade and inside the building shall be concealed in chases/furred
spaces with the exception of piping in equipment rooms.  The contractor shall coordinate
with other trades to provide furring for piping installed in finish areas.

11.All doorframe locations are to be determined by:  inside face of doorframe will be locate
minimum 4" clear from the edge of the adjacent partition, unless noted otherwise
For CMU walls - see dimensional plan.

12.Contractor to coordinate keying requirements with owner
(master keying, grandmaster keying, etc.)

13.Contractor to verify location of electrical floor outlets, telephone receptacles, and cable
connections with architect prior to installation.

14.Contractor to verify location of thermostats, Air handlers, and condensing units with
Designer prior to installation.  All ductwork is to be concealed unless otherwise noted

15.Beams, Headers and Lintels to be sized by an engineer or manufacturer

16.Use double joists under walls, which run parallel to joists

17.Exact size and reinforcement of all concrete footings must be determined by local soil
conditions and acceptable practices of construction.  Verifying design with local
geotechnical engineer.

18.Electrical contractor to verify and/or size electrical system to meet or exceed local
code requirements.

19.H.V.A.C. contractor to verify and/or size heating and cooling loads as for local codes,
climatic conditions and building orientation, and volume of interior space.

20.Plumbing contractor: plumbing materials and installation to be done in accordance
with local requirements.

21.Windows designations are provided as the outer sash dimensions of the unit, and called
out in feet and inches wide by feet and inches tall. (Example; 2852 designation is a window
with a 2 foot 8 inch wide by 5 foot 2 inch tall sash.)

22.Contractor to coordinate sill extensions as required for exterior wall conditions.

23.Framing call outs on plan are for structure above.
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OWNER

RABBI KUSSIE 
LIPSKIER

DESIGNER

GERDAU DESIGNS LLC
NATHAN GERDAU
205-394-3713
nathan@gerdaudesigns.com

CONTRACTOR

TBD

LIPSKIER ADDITION
17 Sherwood Dr, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
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	Address of premises affected: 17 Sherwood Drive, Tuscaloosa AL 35401
	Name: Kussi Lispskier
	Phone: 347-731-4753
	Email: 
	Address: 17 Sherwood Drive, Tuscaloosa AL
	Name_2: Nathan Gerdau
	Phone_2: 205-394-3713
	Email_2: nathan@gerdaudesigns.com
	Name_3: 
	Phone_3: 
	Email_3: 
	Other please explain: Off
	Text4: 
	Text5: 
	Historic District: [Sherwood Drive]
	ZIP: 35401
	Repair/Remodel: Off
	New Const/Add: Yes
	Signage: Off
	Description of Request: 
	0: The Lipskier Family is wanting to Remodel and expand their exsiting Garage. They plan to
	1: add a second level and change the garage area in to an open space, attached are plans for
	2: the addtion and the remodel.
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 

	Date2_af_date: 12/18/2023
	Description of Materials: 
	0: Materials are to match the existing struture, siding and trim are to match existing and the
	1: windows are to match with same grid pattern and paint color.
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