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PARA Offices

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
614 Greensboro Avenue
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
205-562-3220

Mailing/Billing Address
P.O. Box 2496
Tuscaloosa, AL 35403

JERRY BELK ACTIVITY CENTER
2101 Bowers Park Drive
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405
6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Sat. and 1-5 p.m. Sun.
205-562-3200

FAUCETT BROTHERS ACTIVITY CENTER
13040 Eugenia Faucett Drive
Northport, AL 35473
5 a.m.-9 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Sat. and 1-5 p.m. Sun.
205-331-5600

MCDONALD HUGHES COMMUNITY CENTER
3101 Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sat. and closed Sun.
205-562-3215

LEROY MCABEE, SR. ACTIVITY CENTER
3801 Loop Road
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Sat. and 1-5 p.m. Sun.
205-562-3235

BOBBY MILLER ACTIVITY CENTER
300 Bobby Miller Parkway
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405
5 a.m.-9 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Sat. and 1-5 p.m. Sun.
205-758-0419

MARY ANN PHELPS ACTIVITY CENTER
2200 Rock Quarry Drive
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406
5 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

8 a.m.-8 p.m. Sat. and 1-5 p.m. Sun.

205-562-3230
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JERRY TINGLE ACTIVTIY CENTER
21973 Hwy 216
McCalla, AL 35111
5 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Sat. and 1-5 p.m. Sun.
205-277-8195

PARK OPERATIONS/MAINTENANCE
1600 James I. Harrison, Jr. Parkway East
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
205-562-3210

OL’ COLONY GOLF COMPLEX
401 Old Colony Road
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406
Open 7 days a week with seasonal hours
205-562-3201

TUSCALOOSA TENNIS CENTER
715 21st Avenue East
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
Open 7 days a week with seasonal hours
205-331-0211

ARTS & HUMANITIES COUNCIL OF 
TUSCALOOSA COUNTY/BAMA THEATRE
600 Greensboro Avenue
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

205-758-5195

Cover photo: PARAkids Zone, July 4, 2019



Message from the DirectorMessage from the Director

Gary Minor, Executive Director

Dear Friends,

In 2019, PARA celebrated 50 years of Parks & Recreation service to our 
community. PARA is a form of consolidated, cooperative government, that was 
designed specifically for Tuscaloosa citizens by the National Parks & Recreation 
Association. Through collaboration with our neighbors, cooperative government 
reduces the cost to taxpayers for providing park and recreation services. For 
example, one PARA employee cuts grass across three government boundaries due 
to the PARA collaboration; whereas it would take three employees to do the same 
thing if each partner were acting independently.

People and governments are increasingly aware of the powerful and positive 
economic value that their park & recreation brings to their community. As our 
community reflects on its history and explores the best ways to elevate our community, PARA is positioned to play 
a vital role in improving our quality of life. PARA supports and maintains parks, provide facilities and programs that 
draw in visitors and new residents, while keeping locals happy and fit.

In 2019, PARA held one of the largest baseball tournaments in the state, hosted numerous golf and tennis 
tournaments, planned and organized the PARAkids Zone for Celebration on the River, the Tuskaloosa Octoberfest 
and the annual Christmas Parade. PARA was also an official part of the activities and events of the Tuscaloosa 
Bicentennial 200 celebration.  We were honored to partner and play a vital role in presenting the official parade 
of the Tuscaloosa Bicentennial on December 13, exactly 200 years since the city’s founding.

Collaboration continued through an exciting year for capital projects. We completed the construction of the 
McDonald Hughes Community Safe Room and gymnasium project, one of the state’s largest and most modern 
storm shelters. PARA was awarded a grant that funded 75% of the project’s construction costs. Additional funding 
provided by the City of Tuscaloosa and Tuscaloosa County Commission completed the project. This was a great 
example of partners working together to get things done and benefit residents. The Jerry Tingle Activity Center 
enjoyed a highly successful first year of operation serving east Tuscaloosa County, an area of high population 
growth. This seventh Activity Center in the PARA family has enjoyed immediate high utilization. PARA also 
collaborated with Tuscaloosa and a private individual to build the most unique place to stay overnight in 
Tuscaloosa, the T’Town Treehouse which is featured on Airbnb.com.

The PARA Foundation experienced one of the most successful in its 40+ year history. Combined with a board of 
directors strengthened in numbers, the hiring of its first professional director and current focus on the Tuscaloosa 
All-Inclusive Playground, the PARA Foundation was recharged. Please read more details about the PARA 
Foundation’s success on Page 4.

PARA is well respected as a leader in the park and recreation field across the state. PARA staff were trusted for the 
second year in a row to plan and implement the education program for the state’s annual conference for over 350 
park and recreation professionals. I am honored to serve as Alabama Recreation and Parks Association President 
for 2020 with a singular and overarching goal to raise professionalism in more than 900 members across the 
state.

PARA had a very productive year in 2019, and we look forward to continuing to serve our community with exciting 
recreational and cultural opportunities.



Board of DIRECTORS
as of October 1, 2019

Curtis Travis, Chairman, appointed by Tuscaloosa County Commission
Hezekiah Carstarphen, appointed by City of Tuscaloosa
Joe Duckworth, Jr., appointed by City of Tuscaloosa
Gary Falls, appointed by Tuscaloosa County Commission 
Sam Faucett, appointed by City of Northport
Bobby Franks, appointed by Tuscaloosa County Board of Education
Peggy Hogue, appointed by City of Tuscaloosa
Leroy McAbee, Sr., appointed by Tuscaloosa City Board of Education

Elected OFFICIALS

   Tuscaloosa City Council   
Walt Maddox, Mayor  
District 3 Cynthia Lee Almond, President
District 1 Phyllis Wade Odom
District 2 Raevan Howard 
District 4 Lee Busby
District 5 Kip Tyner
District 6 Edwin Pugh  
District 7 Sonya McKinstry

Tuscaloosa County Commission
Rob Robertson, Probate Judge
District 1 Stan Acker 
District 2 Jerry Tingle
District 3 Mark Nelson
District 4 Reginald Murray

Northport City Council   
Donna Aaron, Mayor
District 2 Jay Logan, President
District 1 Tony Roberts
District 3 John Hinton
District 4 Robby Davis
District 5 Jeff Hogg

Board of Education   
Dr. Mike Daria, Superintendent
Tuscaloosa City Schools
Dr. Walter Davie, Superintendent
Tuscaloosa County Schools

U.S. Senators
Hon. Doug Jones
Hon. Richard Shelby

U.S. Representatives
Hon. Robert Aderholt
Hon. Terri Sewell

Governor
Hon. Kay Ivey

Secretary of State
Hon. John Merrill

State Senators
Hon. Gerald Allen
Hon. Greg Reed
Hon. Bobby Singleton

State Representatives
Hon. Alan Harper
Hon. Chris England
Hon. Artis McCampbell
Hon. Bill Poole
Hon. Kyle South
Hon. Rich Wingo
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2019

OUR MISSION: Enriching our community through exciting

recreational and cultural opportunities

Highlights

Flagpole
Installation

McDonald
Hughes

Community 
Safe Room

Rebrand

Veterans Memorial Park

Official Christmas
Parade

Opened Dec. 17

1,380,762
Total Attendance

Peacock
Pump Track

Improvements

Improvements
Bowers Park

Newt Hinton Park

Sokol Park

Trail

Year 2
$12,000 Raised for

Tuscaloosa All-Inclusive

Playground Project

Mike Goldammer
Alabama

Professional of the Year

Awards

Becky Booker
Professional of the Year

Recreation

Tuskaloosa
Oktoberfest

Innovative Special Event

Barry Mason
Community Service

Bradlee Colburn
Ad Person of the Year

T-Town
Treehouse

Available on Airbnb

Mandy Ennis
D3 Outstanding New

Professional

John Gray
Bill Strausbaugh Award

Mentoring - PGA

Tuscaloosa
Junior Golf
Academy

Introduced

46,649
Fitness

Attendance

3 AL Soccer

140

28,876

Golf Rounds

Senior Dances

Final Fours

55

Day Away and

Extended Travel

Experiences

Phase I
Funded

Tuscaloosa

All-Inclusive

Playground Project

554
Baseball Players

5,789
Senior Members

of Parks & Recreation

Tingle Center
Year 1 Highlights

6,102 Casual Users

81 Pool Parties

1,150 Members

Tennis and Tech
Alberta Parkway | June 17

Years
1969 - 2019

54,000
K-12 Students Served

2,226
Acres of Park Land



The PARA Foundation is dedicated to raising 
funds to advance and strengthen quality in parks 
and recreation within Tuscaloosa County Park & Recreation Authority 
properties. One hundred percent of funds raised are utilized for projects 
identified by the PARA Foundation. The PARA Foundation is a 501 (c) 3 tax-
exempt charitable organization established in 1976. It is managed by a board 
of directors composed of leaders within Tuscaloosa County. 

For more information visit tcpara.org/donate or contact Caroline Lasseter, 
development director of the PARA Foundation 205-562-3220 x 36 or 
classeter@tcpara.org.

The PARA Foundation enjoyed one of the most successful years in its 40+ year history. The
Foundation was recharged with a combination of board of directors strengthened in numbers, the hiring 
of its first professional director and current project focus. 

The Foundation’s achievements are a direct result of strong leadership beginning with the Foundation 
Board Chairman, Dr. J. Barry Mason. United in purpose, the board identified the Tuscaloosa All-Inclusive 
Playground Project as the Foundation’s fundraising priority. The Foundation subsequently worked to 
hire Caroline Lasseter as Development Director to advance the Foundation’s fundraising efforts and 
impact the community. Both initiatives resulted in positive momentum and results for the Foundation. Dr. 
Mason was recognized for his leadership and achievement with the Alabama Park and Recreation As-
sociation’s “2019 Community Service Award.”

Charged and motivated by its newfound vitality and purpose, the Foundation set an initial goal of raising 
$1,000,000 (of approximately $4M total funds needed) for TAPP. This project seeks to fulfil a need in 
our community for a large space with inclusive play where all children of all abilities can play together. 
When completed, it will be one of the largest inclusive playgrounds in the state of Alabama. Within the 
year, the Foundation received commitments of $1,144,944.80 to this end, exceeding its original goal and 
completing fundraising for the first phase of a four-phased building project. A formal groundbreaking 
ceremony is expected in spring 2020.

In support of TAPP, the Foundation also planned and executed the second annual Tuskaloosa Okto-
berfest, recognized as ARPA’s “Innovative Special Event of the Year.” This was a fully featured German 
Oktoberfest festival. Held at 301 Bistro, the Bavarian style event was highlighted by authentic 
German cuisine, games, live music, competitions, artist booths, kids’ zone, and Dachshund Dash. Over 
900 people enjoyed the highly successful event, resulting in a boost of over $12,000 to TAPP funds.

The PARA Foundation gratefully supports many important initiatives outside of TAPP. The Veterans 
Memorial Park Endowment consistently provides for the upkeep and improvements in one of the state’s 
best Veterans parks. The Will May Dog Park enjoys high quality upkeep as local dog lovers donate to its 
four pawed cause. The Tuscaloosa Junior Golf Academy and PARA Youth Sports benefit from Founda-
tion initiatives to provide athletic opportunities for PARA youth programs. The Therapeutic Recreation 
program, serving adults with developmental disabilities, remains strong with donations for this 
one-of-a-kind programming in west Alabama.

The PARA Foundation

4



PARA ACTIVITY CENTERS 

PARA has seven Activity Centers conveniently located 
throughout the community. Each has its own character and most 
have a gymnasium, fitness equipment, catering kitchen and 
rooms available to rent for meetings, parties, classes or other 
functions. Four levels of annual center membership - each with 
included fitness classes - are available for purchase. Membership 
options, casual user fees and rentals are economically priced. 

Jerry Belk Activity Center
• Opened August 1997; dedicated October 1997
• Featuring two gyms, walking track and fitness equipment

Faucett Brothers Activity Center
• Opened March 2013; dedicated May 2013
• Featuring recreational and therapeutic pools, archery park, 
   rock climbing wall and walking track

McDonald Hughes Community Center
• Acquired December 1997; addition dedicated June 1999
  and renovated in 2017 
• Featuring fitness equipment and catering kitchen
• McDonald Hughes Community Safe Room opened 2019

Leroy McAbee, Sr. Activity Center
• Opened April 1998; dedicated July 1998
• Featuring a recreational and therapeutic pool
• Collaborating with FOCUS for joint usage of Center

Bobby Miller Activity Center
• Opened September 2006; dedicated September 2006
• Featuring the Brown Branch of the Tuscaloosa Public Library 
• Featuring walking track, recreational and therapeutic pools,    
   climbing wall, raquetball, and indoor playground

Mary Ann Phelps Activity Center
• Opened February 1998; dedicated June 1998
• Featuring a walking track and fitness equipment

Jerry Tingle Activity Center
• Opened December 2018
• Featuring indoor pool with tube slides, fitness equipment 
   and community room

  



Thank you to our Thank you to our 
Donors and SponsorsDonors and Sponsors

Many of our childhood memories were 
created in a neighborhood park 

and have an impact on who we are today.

Thank You to our sponsors for a successful 
PARAkids Zone on July 4

McAbee Construction, NUCOR, 
Parker Towing and Buffalo Rock Pepsi

First Responders, Alabama National Guard, City of  Tuscaloosa

Enriching our community through exciting recreational and cultural opportunities
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PARA Special Events 
and Programs
 

Leroy McAbee, Sr. Family 
   Foundation 
Tuscaloosa Association       
of Realtors
NUCOR
 

Buffalo Rock Pepsi 
MBUSI 
McAbee Construction 
PGA Tour Champions Tour  
   Players 
Nick’s Kids Foundation
Alabama Credit Union 
Parker Towing
 

Complete Pipeline Services &  
   Supply 
R & M Equipment 
Tuscaloosa Tourism &                                                       
   Sports 
Warren Tire & Auto Center

Townsend Honda 
Showa Denko Carbon 
The Club at Lake View 
ATLAS 
Bryant Bank 
Echols, Taylor & Associates 
Harbison Walker International 
Mooreland Signs 
Reece Phifer, Jr. Memorial Foundation 
Stewart Lubricants & Service 
TMS 
Womack Machine Supply 
3o1 Bistro, Bar & Beer Garden 
Bryant Bank  
Eat My Beats 
Jalapenos  
Ranger Environmental Services 
Will Bryant Morrison 
Wycomp Technology, Inc 
Young Tuscaloosa
 
Thompson High Tide Sports 
John Gray, Jr. 
Alabama ONE Credit Union 
DSL Electric 
Envirovac Holdings 
Pearce, Bevill, Leesburg, Moore, PC 
RAMA JAMA Holdings 
White Electrical Construction 
Riverfall Credit Union 
Charis 28 Development 
TTL, Inc. 
Alabama Power Foundation  
B & D Machine Works 
Cathy Gresham 
COVIA  
Hoover Shipping - Hot Metal Products 
James I. Harrison, Jr. 

LH&P 
Mark Crews
New Concepts, Deox Division 
Ree and Robert Almon, Jr. 
Staci Parker 
Stifel Nicolaus 
World Golf Foundation, Inc. 
Valley View Baptist Church 
Insurance Center of Tuscaloosa 
Wycomp Technology, Inc 
Civilworx 
J.A. Dawson 
K & A Builders 
Powell Petroleum 
Baldo-Downs Insurance 
D & M Enterprises 
Handy Dan’s 
Heraeus 
One Source Office Products 
Plott Building Partnership 
Premier Service Company 
Saving Grace Charities 
SmartBank 
Warrior Roofing Manufacturing 
Way, Ray, Shelton & Co.
 
Award Company of America 
Bryant Bank 
Building Specialties 
Hubbard, McIlwain & Brakefield 
Knight Sign Industries 
Tuscaloosa Farmers Cooperative 
Fun Factory 
Oak City Barber Shop 
David B. Mayo, PE 
Frances and Thomas Powe 
Jon and Johnna Key 
M/M Ray J. Moore, Jr. 
Pearce Trucking Co. 
Robin Skagen 
Sign Pro of Tuscaloosa 
Rainey Mortuary Service 
Gina, Jim and Houston Johnson  
Jerry and Tilda Mims

 



Alabama Museum
2019 Bicentennial Best of Show 

PARA Thanks You for a Successful 
44th Annual West Alabama Christmas Parade

“The Official Bicentennial Parade”
2019 Grand Marshals ~ Tim Parker, 
Cathy Randall and Harrison Taylor

Honoring Memory of Officer Dornell Cousette

Tuscaloosa Bicentennial Commission,
McAbee Construction, Sponsors,
Parade Entries and Participants,
First Responders and Employees 

City of Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa County, 
City of Northport and WVUA 23

Save the Date! December 7, 2020

Presented by Mercedes-Benz U.S. International

SATURDAY • OCTOBER 5 • NOON-6pm

Traditional Oktoberfest Festival including 
beer garden with authentic German beer, food and

live oompah band, stein hoist, costume and 
game competitions, artists, 

Dachshund Dash and Kids Zone
 

TO BENEFIT TUSCALOOSA ALL-INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND
TICKETS $10/$15 • KIDS 12U FREE w/ADULT • YOUNG ADULT $5/$7

301 BISTRO, BAR & BEER GARDEN • 301 GREENSBORO AVE.

TCPARA.ORG/OKTOBERFEST

The Official Bicentennial Parade

2019 Grand Marshals2019 Grand Marshals
Tim Parker, Cathy RandallTim Parker, Cathy Randall

and Harrison Taylorand Harrison Taylor

Presented by PARA
44th Annual

December 13December 13
Downtown TuscaloosaDowntown Tuscaloosa

5:15 pm Tree Lighting and 6:30 pm Parade5:15 pm Tree Lighting and 6:30 pm Parade
  tcpara.org/westalchristmasparade  tcpara.org/westalchristmasparade

     
    W

est Alabama Christmas ParadeWest Alabama Christmas Parade

The Official Bicentennial Parade
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Tuscaloosa All-Inclusive 
Playground Project
Pledges and Gifts

Champions
Nick’s Kids Foundation
City of Northport  
City of Tuscaloosa
PARA

Builders   
NUCOR

Believers
S.E. Belcher, Jr. Foundation
Community Foundation of West  
   Alabama   
Peco Foods   
    
 

Explorers
Alabama Credit Union
Hunt Refining
Industrial Warehouse Sevices 
Leroy McAbee, Sr. Family Foundation 
McAbee Construction
Reece Phifer Foundation 
Rumsey Properties    
  

Creators
Sharon E. Beatty in honor of Barry Mason
Becky and Mike Booker
David and Rebecca Fuhrman   
Bill & Patricia Jessup Charitable Fund 
Dr. J. Barry Mason   
 

Synovus Bank
Tuscaloosa Morning Rotary Foundation

Friends 
Network for Good   
Jalapenos Mexican Grill #2  
Jalapenos Mexican Grill #3  
Jalapenos Mexican Grill #4
Josephine Davis
Alabama Fire College     
Vera and Thomas Johnson honoring Lanie Hughley
Kicker Road Self Storage   
Lindsey and Travis Hughley   
honoring Lanie Hughley
Mark Thrash and Becky York honoring Lanie Hughley
Anna Johnson honoring Lanie Hughley
Bennye L. Barnette honoring Eoline Johnson
Dr. Paul Bronold II honoring Lanie Hughley
Blessed Sunday School Class honoring Eoline Johnson
Hanson Firestone honoring Eoline Johnson
Margie Porter honoring Eoline Johnson
Lynn Morrison   
Wayne and Gail May honoring Lanie Hughley
John and Daphne Livingston honoring Lanie Hughley

 
Thank you to the many butterfly purchasers!
To purchase yours, visit tcpara.org/donate

Your Name Here

Your Name Here
Supports TAPP

Supports TAPP



a PARA property

Ol’ Colony Golf Complex

Tuscaloosa Tennis CenterTuscaloosa Tennis Center

As a part of a rebrand announcement and the reopening of 
Alberta Parkway, TTC and The Gateway hosted a “Tennis & Tech 
Day” block party for youth at the Boys & Girls Club in June. This, 
along with clinics and a member appreciation mixer during the 
week, provided an excellent opportunity to create tennis 
awareness in the neighborhood and unveil the new Tuscaloosa 
Tennis Center brand to the tennis community.

In conjunction with the Tuscaloosa Tennis Association (TTA) and the USTA’s Net Generation initiative, we 
introduced and taught over 10,000 students in the city and county elementary PE classes and after school 
programs. The experiences culminated in various Play Days at the club. These Play Days 
allowed the students an opportunity to play in a club setting and compete with and against kids from other 
schools.

Membership at TTC continued to grow and play occasions rose significantly in our programs, including 
youth and adult clinics, TTA and USTA leagues and USTA and Universal Tennis Rating (UTR) 
tournaments. 

Mandy Ennis, TTC operations manager, was named Alabama Recreation and Parks Association Division 
III “Outstanding New Professional.” Mike Goldammer, Director of Tennis at Tuscaloosa Tennis Center was 
presented with the “USTA Alabama Tennis Professional of the Year Award,” by the United States Tennis 
Association Alabama Awards Committee.

Mike Goldammer, Director of Tennis
Mandy Ennis, Operations Manager

Jacob McAllister, Tennis Professional

Ol’ Colony continues to be recognized as a top-ranked public course in Alabama 
and the southeast. This spectacular course is known for its conditioning and 
ambiance. Multiple tees for golfers of all levels, water features and elevation 
changes add challenge to the natural beauty of the course.

Originally known as The First Tee of Tuscaloosa this educational program 
transitioned to what we now know as the Tuscaloosa Junior Golf Academy. 
Each year this program serves 14,000+ youth ages 6-17 onsite through the Brion 
Hardin Teaching Facility and in city and county schools to allow    
exposure and growth of the game. 

The Jerry Pate Golf Center at the Ol’ Colony Golf Complex provides the University of Alabama golf teams 
with one of the best practice and playing facilities in collegiate golf and is known as the “Official Home of The 
University of Alabama Golf Programs.” 

John Gray, Director of Golf, was awarded the 2019 “Bill Strausbaugh Award” from the Alabama/Northwest 
Florida Section Professional Golfers’ Association or PGA.

John Gray, Director of Golf
Bradley Ambler, Head Golf Professional

Mike Shivetts, Director, Tuscaloosa Junior Golf Academy
Gib Fox, Maintenance Superintendent
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Arts Council of Tuscaloosa 

The mission of The Arts Council is to promote and encourage the arts and 
humanities in Tuscaloosa County. The Arts Council serves as the umbrella 
organization for 50 Member Organizations, offers educational programs and 
manages both the historic Bama Theatre and Dinah Washington Cultural Arts 
Center. Member organizations are local nonprofit arts and cultural groups that 
contribute to the local community through their programming and 
educational services. 

The Bama Theatre has been a Tuscaloosa feature since 1938 and continues to serve as a venue for 
film, music, theatre, visual art and dance.  The Council recognizes volunteers, educators and artists 
in the biennial Druid Arts Awards, and the Small Grants Program nurtures small and pilot arts 
activities. The Bama Fanfare, Spectra and the Poetry Out Loud educational programs serve over 
40,000 children annually. 

The newly established West Alabama Arts Education Collaborative project serves to offer training 
for teaching artists in all arts disciplines in using arts integration and the assessment of longevity of 
skills learned. It also offers training for community arts organizations in arts integration/recruitment 
of local teaching artists and trains principals on the benefits of becoming an arts integrated school. 

Gallery exhibits sponsored by The Arts Council include the West Alabama Juried Show, Double 
Exposure Photography Competition and the Visual Art Achievement Awards. The Dinah Washington 
Cultural Arts Center, at 620 Greensboro Ave., includes a black box theatre, The Arts Council Gallery, 
The University of Alabama Gallery, the Grand Hall, professional catering kitchen, conference room 
and office space. 

Events sponsored by The Council at the facility include multiple exhibits per year in the 
gallery and collaborative events in the Grand Hall.

Visit www.tuscarts.org for more information.

2019 Capital Project Management

The year 2019 was distinguished by construction and opening of the McDonald Hughes Community Safe Room. 
The facility, which is the largest of its type in west Alabama, is approximately 12,868 sq. ft. in size with the ability to 
accommodate up to 1,700 people in the event of inclement weather. PARA, Tuscaloosa County EMA and the City of 
Tuscaloosa worked together to develop an Emergency Operations and Maintenance Plan for this safe room.  

The total project cost was over $3.6 million, funded primarily through a FEMA grant for over $2.7 million. The City of 
Tuscaloosa and Tuscaloosa County committed over $800,000 in local funds.  The value of the land used for the safe 
room counted toward the local contribution required by the FEMA grant.  

The Tuscaloosa County Commission paved the walking trail at Newt Hinton Park. The 0.75-mile walking track 
encompasses the ball fields and offers a new amenity for families to stay healthy.

Improvements were made to the Dr. Peter Norman Bligh Peacock Pump Track in Sokol Park. Permanent wooden 
skill features such as ramps and rollers were installed to add more variety to the existing earth bermed course.

PARA continues to service the community with availability of opportunity to help Boy Scouts meet requirements to 
earn the rank of Eagle Scout. Two bridges on walking trails were constructed to improve trail usage, one each in 
Bowers and Sokol Park.



Attendance
 January 1-December 31, 2019

Capital 
Disbursements
October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019

Open park  use 
is not included in 

attendance numbers
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Program By Reservation Percentage
Aquatics 44,607 3.23%
Arts 111,876 8.10%
Athletics

Adult 117,081 8.48%
Youth 191,105 13.84%

Casual and Membership Uses 344,926 24.98%
Facility Rental/Users 

Center Rentals 148,067 10.72%
Fields 21,319 1.54%

Other Indoor Facilities 18,712 1.36%
Other Outdoor Facilities 29,225 2.12%

Shelters 48,652 3.52%
Fitness Instruction 46,649* 0.00%
Instructional Classes 429 0.03%
Ol' Colony Golf 94,100 6.82%

Rounds 31,257
Driving Range 25,711

Tuscaloosa Junior Golf Academy 9,295
Diner, non-golf 17,837

Tuscaloosa Tennis Center 41,093 2.98%
PARA4Life and other Senior 14,918 1.08%
Outdoor Adventure 518 0.04%
Special Events 38,300 2.77%
Community Programming 64,897 4.70%
Therapeutic Recreation 8,372 0.61%
Youth, non-athletic 42,262 3.06%

PARAkidsDay Camp 39,157
Childcare at Faucett  3,105

Volunteer Hours 303 0.02%
TOTAL 1,380,762 100.00%

*46 ,649 F i tness
Inst ruct ion  i s 
inc luded  wi th

Casua l /Member  Use

PARA Division Dollar Amount Percentage
BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 20,627.82$                    0.55%
DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT 51,349.00$                    1.37%
MOTOR VEHICLES 43,458.00$                    1.16%
OTHER EQUIPMENT 72,705.01$                    1.93%
PARK DEVELOPMENT 108,378.85$                  2.88%
TINGLE ACTIVITY CENTER 630,774.60$                  16.78%
TINGLE ACTIVITY CTR FURNISHINGS 284,085.82$                  7.56%
MCABEE CENTER ADDITION 85,597.91$                    2.28%
JAYCEE PARK TENNIS ADDITION 12,809.00$                    0.34%
MCDONALD HUGHES SAFE ROOM 2,406,051.49$              64.02%
SOKOL PARK RENOVATION 25,555.27$                    0.68%
VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK 17,044.94$                    0.45%
TOTAL 3,758,437.71$              100%
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PARA Fees and Income

CITY OF TUSCALOOSA

TUSCALOOSA COUNTY

CITY OF NORTHPORT

Receipts
October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019

Funding Source Dollar Amount Percentage
PARA Fees and Income 6,107,104.81$              44.73%
CITY OF TUSCALOOSA 4,201,678.97$              30.77%
TUSCALOOSA COUNTY 3,188,034.15$              23.35%
CITY OF NORTHPORT 156,250.00$                  1.14%
TOTAL 13,653,067.93$            100%

Parks and Rangers

Activity Centers

Golf

Leisure

General Administration

Outdoor Development

Tennis

Arts Council

Disbursements
October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019

PARA Division Dollar Amount Percentage
PARKS & RANGERS 3,772,778.61$              28.76%
ACTIVITY CENTERS 2,821,998.64$              21.51%
GOLF 1,685,601.63$              12.85%
LEISURE 1,724,667.31$              13.15%
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 1,611,651.22$              12.29%
OUTDOOR DEVELOPMENT 761,129.40$                  5.80%
TENNIS 492,924.27$                  3.76%
ARTS COUNCIL 247,972.57$                  1.89%
TOTAL 13,118,723.65$            100%

Parks and Rangers

Activity Centers

Golf

Leisure

General Administration

Outdoor Development

Tennis

Arts Council

PARA Fees and Income

CITY OF TUSCALOOSA

TUSCALOOSA COUNTY

CITY OF NORTHPORT

Nat iona l  Average 
Earned  Fees  and 

Income is 
27.3%
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Acres Rate Capacity
1 BAMA Rock Garden 59

11038 Bama Rock Garden Rd., Vance 35496
2 Bowers Park 156.8

2101 Bowers Park Drive, Tuscaloosa 35405
Elm Shelter $60 50
Maple Shelter $60 75
Minnie Sellers Shelter $95 150-175
Pine Shelter $60 50
Sycamore Shelter $60 75

3 Braughton Park 15
13166 Hwy 11 South,  Fosters 35463

4 Capitol Park 5 $50/hr
2800 6th Street, Tuscaloosa 35401

5 Cardinal Park 5
7325 Robert Cardinal Airport Rd., Tuscaloosa 35401
Cardinal Shelter $60 75

6 Evans-Roshell Park 3.5
4006 20th Street NE, Tuscaloosa 35401

7 Faucett Brothers Park 80
13040 Eugenia Faucett Dr., Northport 35473
Hawthorne Shelter $60 25
Loblolly Shelter $60 25
White Oak Shelter $60 25

7A Tuscaloosa Archery Park sign in at FBAC
Boat-1 Fosters Boat Landing 10

Fosters Landing Lane, Fosters 35463
8 A.L. Freeman Park 3

3001 Dragons Ln., Tuscaloosa 35401
Spruce Shelter $60 75

9 Harmon Park 3.4
2901 Greensboro Ave., Tuscaloosa 35401

10 Snow Hinton Park 40
1000 Hargrove Rd. E., Tuscaloosa 35405
Cherry Shelter $70 25
Magnolia Shelter $95 200
Sequoia Shelter $100 50

11 Hughes Center Ball Fields
11B McDonald Hughes Community Safe Room 5 1,700

3101 MLK Blvd., Tuscaloosa 35401
12 Hurricane Creek Park 249

Hwy 216, Peterson
Alabama Power Shelter 25

13 Jaycee Park 16
701 Kicker Rd., Tuscaloosa 35404
Jaycee Pavilion $105 300

14 Kaulton Park 9.3
2929 Pine St., Tuscaloosa 35401

15 Kentuck Park 38.5
3401 5th Street, Northport 35476
Hickory Shelter $60 75
Sweet Gum Shelter $60 50

16 McKinney Park 1.4
1400 19th Street, Tuscaloosa 35401

17 Miners Community Park 1
19543 Abernant Loop Road, Abernant

18 Monnish Park 5.9
1500 Hackberry Ln., Tuscaloosa 35401
Dogwood Shelter $60 35
Oak Shelter $60 35

19 Montgomery Park 8.71
Hwy 171 North

20 Newt Hinton Park 39
300 Bobby Miller Pkwy., Tuscaloosa 35405

21 Northside Park 3
19325 Northside Pkwy, Northport 35475

PARA Properties

PA

RKS/BOATS
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 AC

TIVITY CENTERS

 FA
C

IL
ITIES/BUILDINGS

Acres Rate Capacity
22 Burrell Odom Park 2.1

3230 8th Street,Tuscaloosa 35401
23 Palmore Park 215

3701 Fosters Ferry Rd., Tuscaloosa 35401
Mimosa Shelter $60 75
Red Bud Shelter $95 100
Walnut Shelter $60 75

23A Harrison Taylor Splash Pad
24 Queen City Park 11.9

Queen City Avenue, Tuscaloosa 35401
China Fir Shelter $35 10

25 River Road Park 5
1600 Jack Warner Pkwy., Tuscaloosa 35401
Birch Shelter $40/hr 50
Cypress Shelter $85 50

Boat-2 Riverview Boat Landing 5
Black Warrior River, Tuscaloosa 35401

26 Rock Quarry Park Boat Landing 46.5
2300 New Watermelon Rd., Tuscaloosa 35406
Cedar Shelter $60 50

27 Rosedale Park 5.8
3000 Greensboro Ave., Tuscaloosa 35401

28 Sexton Park 18
Sexton Bend Road, Tuscaloosa 35401

29 Springbrook Park 1
500 Springbrook Circle, Tuscaloosa 35405

30A Munny Sokol Park-South 325
5901 Watermelon Rd., Northport 35473
Willow Shelter $60 75

30a Will May Dog Park
30b Ray C. Jenkins Multipurpose Arena $375

6025 Watermelon Rd., Northport 35473
30B Munny Sokol Park-North

6198 Watermelon Rd., Northport 35473
 Box Elder Shelter $60 75

30b E.C. "Buddy" Powell Pavilion $150/4 hrs. 300
4205 Northridge Rd., Tuscaloosa 35406

31 Van de Graaff Arboretum & Historic Bridge 148
3231 Robert Cardinal Airport Rd., Northport 35476

32 Veterans Memorial Park 0.2
1701 McFarland Blvd. E., Tuscaloosa 35404

1 Jerry Belk Activity Center
2101 Bowers Park Dr., Tuscaloosa 35405

2 Faucett Brothers Activity Center
13040 Eugenia Faucett Drive, Northport, AL 35473

3 McDonald Hughes Community Center 10
3101 MLK Blvd., Tuscaloosa 35401

4 Leroy McAbee, Sr. Activity Center 7
3801 Loop Rd., Tuscaloosa 35405

5 Bobby Miller Activity Center
300 Bobby Miller Pkwy., Tuscaloosa 35405

6 Mary Ann Phelps Activity Center 42
2200 Rock Quarry Dr., Tuscaloosa 35406

7 Jerry Tingle Activity Center 18
71973 Hwy 216, McCalla 35111

1 Northport Community Center 4.5 $140 150
2100 Park Street, Northport 35476

2 Ol' Colony Golf Complex 597
401 Old Colony Road, Tuscaloosa 35406

3 Tuscaloosa Tennis Center 6
715 21st Avenue, Tuscaloosa 35404

4 PARA Building/BAMA Theatre 1
614 Greensboro Avenue, Tuscaloosa 35401

Total Acreage 2226.51

PARA Properties



Tuscaloosa County Park & Recreation AuthorityTuscaloosa County Park & Recreation Authority
614 Greensboro Avenue614 Greensboro Avenue
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401Tuscaloosa, AL 35401

tcpara.orgtcpara.org

McDonald Hughes Community Safe Room

Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
December 16, 2019 at 11 am

3101 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Tuscaloosa

Happy Birthday!Celebrationg 50 years of service as your Park & Recreation


