
Fund Spotlight 

Susie Parker Stringfellow understood the importance of 
sowing seeds – both for beauty and for the health 
and welfare of future generations.  

An early-20th-Century woman of wealth and 
privilege she was touched by the suffering 
of others.  She knew that women with 
wealth and power had to step down from 
their pedestals and help those in need.  

Susie’s character was shaped by her 
parent’s charitable examples, her faith 
and her social awakening. She inherited 
wealth from her family and wanted to use 
it to help others.  She became a power for 
good that would last for generations.

In 1920, days before her death, Susie Parker 
Stringfellow penned her will outlining her 
charitable wishes. Susie made a planned gift 
that would forever improve the lives of residents in 
northeast Alabama.  She was 51 years old.  Through this 
gift she planted a sapling that took root as Stringfellow  
Memorial Hospital. 

Susie never enjoyed the beauty of her home and its gardens she 
named “Amicenza”, the Italian word for friendship, as she died 
before its completion. After her death, her will provided for the 
establishment of a hospital for Anniston. 

This hospital, known as Stringfellow Memorial Hospital, opened 
its doors in 1938 as a 10-bed tuberculosis hospital. It transitioned 
to a full-service hospital in 1958. Through the years the hospital 
has grown in size and services it provides our community.   

In 1995 L. R. “Rush” Jordan, a hospital trustee, recommended 
the Trust emulate Mrs. Stringfellow’s philanthropic spirit by 
promoting and enabling other individuals to give back to the 
community.  

With everyone’s blessing and the approval 
of the Circuit Court of Calhoun County, the 
Office of the Attorney General and the 
IRS, the Trust was granted permission to 
transfer and irrevocably assign its assets 
(just over $13 million) to the Calhoun 
County Community Foundation (CCCF), 
converting it to a qualified 501(c)(3) 
public charity.  The transferred assets 

became the first fund of the Community 
Foundation and awarded grants to not-for-

profit organizations that focused on health 
and well-being.

On January 15, 2009 the Board changed its name 
to the Community Foundation of Northeast Alabama 

(CFNEA) in response to the growing number of funds in 
adjacent counties.  Its geographic region was now expanded 
to include the counties of: Calhoun, Cherokee, Clay, Cleburne, 
DeKalb, Etowah, Randolph, St. Clair and Talladega. 

Stringfellow Memorial Hospital still stands strong today providing 
healthcare and employment to thousands of individuals.  The 
hospital is owned by the Community Foundation of Northeast 
Alabama and is leased to Regional Medical Center.  The lease 
payments are placed in the Stringfellow Health Fund. Twice a year 
the Fund awards grants to not-for-profit organizations throughout 
the nine-county region served by the Community Foundation. 

“What a magnificent human being she was and how truly 
fortunate we are to be beneficiaries of her bountiful generosity. 
One of my mother’s sisters was afflicted with tuberculosis 
which impressed on us all the importance of our hospital. My 
father was a master carpenter and was heavily involved in the 
construction of the new hospital.”                       – Betty J. Howell 

SEPTEMBER  2020

Susie Parker Stringfellow Legacy  
Celebrates 100 Years

“I remember going to Amicenza when it was a 
hospital and there was a fish pond that was part 

of the house where the current ICU is now.”              
             – Sarah Glover
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Grant Spotlight 

Assisting Blind Research 
“I’d like to thank the Community Foundation of Northeast 
Alabama for their extremely generous support that 
allowed us to purchase a dissection microscope. When 
someone donates their eye tissue for research purposes, 
we will use the microscope to dissect the tissue and send 
ocular researchers only the specific portion they need. 
One donated eye could potentially help up to 4 research 
projects as they pursue cures and treatments for blinding 
diseases. Because of the Community Foundation of 
Northeast Alabama’s generous gift, no part of donated 
eye tissue will be wasted.”  

-Dr. Gregory Grossman, Chief Scientific Officer
Advancing Sight Network

Since the airing of the “Susie Parker Stringfellow 
Documentary” on September 20, 2020 on Alabama Public 
Television, we have received many compliments and 
memories from individuals with a connection to the hospital.  
If you have a memory to share contact Susan Williamson: 

swilliamson@yourcommunityfirst.org 
256-231-5160, ext. 29 
Susan Williamson, 1130 Quintard Avenue, Suite 100 
Anniston, AL 36201

Do You Have a Memory to Share? 

Small Business Relief Fund

Since 1999, the Stringfellow Health Fund has awarded over $10 
million in grants to not-for-profit organizations that promote 
health and well-being through: education programs, feeding 
programs, sight, vision and dental programs, physical fitness, free 
health clinics, prescription drugs, exercise programs, and much 
more.  In addition, not-for-profit leaders have participated in 
Standards for Excellence® training and gone through the rigorous 
process of becoming accredited. 

Susie’s dream to care for her community has grown and 
multiplied many times over.  Currently, the Community 
Foundation of Northeast Alabama manages over 225 funds,  
each with a specific charitable purpose. 

In celebration of this generous legacy, the Community 
Foundation of Northeast Alabama created “The Susie Parker 
Stringfellow Story” a documentary that first aired on Alabama 
Public Television on September 20, 2020. It may now be viewed 
on our website: www.yourcommunityfirst.org, the Public Library 
of Anniston-Calhoun County website, publiclibrary.cc/catalog and 
search for Susie Parker Stringfellow or, streamed through the PBS 
app under programming offered through APT.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Your production of “The Susie Parker Stringfellow Story” is quite 
impressive, consistent with virtually everything the Foundation 
has done.”                           – Lee and Judy London

“My husband, Lamar, was a volunteer there for 25 years. He 
loved working there.”            – Mary Nelle Dill 
  
“Every citizen of Anniston needs to know the strong foundation of 
philanthropy which Anniston was created on.”         – Anne Jackson

https://catalog.publiclibrary.cc/cgi-bin/koha/opac-search.pl?q=susie+Parker+stringfellow&branch_group_limit=
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Scholarship Spotlight 

Piedmont Education Trust  
Scholarship Recipients 2019-2020

SCHOLARSHIP

Cloie Grimes Granger and Peggy Latta Scholarship
Health Scholarship
Vansant Family Scholarship

RECIPIENT SCHOLARSHIP

Destiney Pruitt Ryan Davis Scholarship

RECIPIENT

Daisha Flint PHS Class of 1968 Scholarship (Girl)
Florence Law Memorial Scholarship
The John Melvin and Ophelia Rankin Scholarship
Meagan McCain Memorial Scholarship

New Fund J. W. & Clarissa Pitts Memorial Scholarship Fund – to provide scholarships to 
students of the Church of Christ faith.

Sean Young Dr. W.H. Kimbrough Memorial Scholarship
Howard Waldrep Scholarship
William Theodore Law Scholarship

Silas Thompson Larry and Jane Gowens Scholarship
Jerry and Marie Kirk Scholarship
Piedmont Lions Club Scholarship
The Randy and Cynthia Harper Scholarship
Christian Cantrell Scholarship

Malachi Jackson Larry and Jane Gowens Scholarship
Vera and Morgan Stewart Memorial Scholarship
Leola Roberts Memorial Scholarship

Madison Blackerby Meagan McCain Memorial Scholarship
Shane Donaldson Scholarship
Lewis, Monteel & Jerry Savage Memorial Scholarship

Alijah Teague Granger and Peggy Latta Scholarship
Health Scholarship
Jacob Conaway Scholarship

Emma Penny Walter Thompson Memorial Scholarship
McAbee Salmon Scholarship
Weldon (Pinkie) Roberts Scholarship

Adelynn Straub Vera and Morgan Stewart Memorial Scholarship
Rhonda Ledbetter Scholarship
Rob Spivey Scholarship

Jasmine Tolbert Vera and Morgan Stewart Memorial Scholarship
Kelly Johnson Scholarship

Kendall Teague Vera and Morgan Stewart Memorial Scholarship
PHS Class of 1968 Scholarship (Boy)

Brant Deerman Dr. John R. Kirkpatrick Scholarship
Meagan McCain Memorial Scholarship

Kayle Smith Meagan McCain Memorial Scholarship
Frank Watson Memorial Scholarship
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Follow us

Board of Trustees 
Albert L. Shumaker, Chair 
The Honorable Randall L. Cole, Vice Chair 
Anthony Cook, Treasurer 
Alexandra (Blair) Goodgame, Secretary
Thomas S. Potts Jr., Past Chair
Mary Ammons 
Gloria K. Bennett
Anna Berry 
Tommie J. Goggans III
Dr. Martha G. Lavender
Newman R. (Rod) Nowlin Jr.
Nanda Patel 
The Honorable John Rochester
The Honorable Brenda S. Stedham
Jack W. Swift

The Community Foundation 
of Northeast Alabama 
(CFNEA) and Fred Smith, 
Director of Grants & 
Partnerships, and newest 
member on the Nature 
Sacred Board of Trustees, 
has been recognized among 
the influencers, opinion leaders, and champions at the 
forefront of the health and nature movement. The SHIFT 
Award (Shaping How We Invest For Tomorrow) is a not-for-
profit organization dedicated to the advancement of nature 
as a social determinant of health. The award recognizes 
initiatives that help advance and promote the health 
benefits of time outside.  

Fred Smith shares, “I am thankful to join the Community 
Foundation of Northeast Alabama as a recipient of this year’s 
SHIFT award. I share this award with the leadership and 
staff of CFNEA, Nature Sacred, and our Open Spaces Sacred 
Places™ (OSSP) Firesouls. This award reflects the hard work, 
dedication and partnership of our OSSP sites throughout 
northeast Alabama.”  Currently, 14 OSSP sites have been 
created throughout the nine-county region served by CFNEA.  
Three additional sites are planned for 2021.

SHIFT Awards

When you purchase the Law Enforcement Tag, a portion of 
the proceeds supports the Centennial Memorial Fund. The 
fund was established with the Community Foundation of 
Northeast Alabama to allow anyone to collectively support 
the maintenance, expansion or annual programs of the 
park located in Anniston, Alabama. Engraved on the walls 
throughout the Memorial Park are the names of every 
Alabamian killed during World War I, II, the Korean Conflict, 
the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf and, the Afghanistan and 
Iraq wars. The Park also honors the valor of Alabama’s fallen 
police officers, and fire fighters. 

Support the Centennial 
Memorial Fund


